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- THE MIDDLE AGES: INTRODUCTION

In previous chapters, the special characteristics of the ancient
civilizations of India, Persia, Egypt, Greece and Rome have been
considered. It was not the intention to give a full account of these
periods, but to show how, in the course of history, the human
being develops towards individual independence combined with a
greater interest in the physical world. Ancient India was purely
priest-led. In Persia, the leaders were priest-kings (the wise men).
Egypt was ruled by kings or pharaohs directed by priests. In the
Graeco-Roman period, there were secular leaders, either kings or
emperors, but there was an impulse in the mass of the people

towards self-government. The mind's progress through these eras

was from clairvoyant vision to perception of matter only.
.The medieval period extends from about 400 fo 1400 A.D.,

and it is difficult to see a clearcut pattern of development. History °

does not progress in a straight line. At any given time, there are
retrogressive as well as forward-looking elements, remnants of old
outlooks and cultures, impulses, and strivings towards something
new. The medieval period contains all these, and hence, perhaps,
its designation: "Middle Ages.” 1t lies between the two prominent
landmarks of Rome and the Reformation. Not without significance
is the fact that the first part is often termed the "Dark Ages.” It is a
period also which has to receive and absorb the impact of the
greatest historical event in the world, the incamation of the Christ.

In medieval society, individualism does not manifest itself
uniformly. In the early period, it would appear to be totally

lacking in the lower strata, but present in the nobility. It was-

individual decision that led to the formation of the orders of
knighthood for the purpose of carrying out social work. A desire
for self-development, self-improvement, a desire for a direct
communication with God, led to a monastic life. The legendary
s.ories of the knights of King Arthur show individual aspirations in

the social sphere, together with a desire for spiritual enlightenment .

(the search for the grail). The domination by emperor or pope is
almost a throwback to the priest-king epoch of Egypt; yet in
studying medieval history, one gets the feeling that there is a
dormant capacity to individuat action which develops by stages,
and indeed, finally manifests itself in the upheavals of the
Reformation.
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When we consider interest in the physical world, we note the

-‘important influence on Europe which came from the Arabs. -

During the years 800 to 900, their learning in. the sciences far
outweighed that of the Europeans, and it was the Arab scholars

- who gave a great impetus to materialistic, intellectual thinking.
The crusades stimulated further interest in the material world.

Towards the end of the 13th century, Roger Bacon propounds
scientific experimentation.

-The trend of development—individualism and material
science—becomes clearer toward the end of the period.

At the age of twelve, children themselves begin to become

philosophers and materialists. This is therefore the age to teach
them about Greece and Rome. As their minds begin to grasp
cause and effect, the continuing influence of Greece and Rome
can be shown. At the age of thirteen or fourteen, there is a new
awakening in the child's mind corresponding to the Reformation
and the Renaissance in history, but before a naw impulse becomes
manifest, there is movement and chaos. Thus, as medieval history
follows Roman history naturally in time, so it also corresponds to
the child's uncertainties and gropings for a new hold in life at the
age of twelve-thirteen.

In the booklet on Greece and Rome, it was suggested that a
four-week main lesson period could be spent on Rome in Class Six
(age twelve). If it were possible, another four weeks should be
found during the year to deal with the Middle Ages. If not
feasable, it can be deferred to the beginning of Class Seven.

As usual, the teacher is faced with the difficulty of having too
much material. It is impossible to teach everything, and it is
therefore all the more important to seek out and deal with only the

most characteristic and important matters.

Some of the work can obviously be transferred to other
lessons. Historical themes can be used in the English periods for
practicing the writing of compositions and summaries. Biographies
or stories of the saints might form subjects for the religion lessons.
A good deal of background reading could also be done by the

- children themselves.

In dealing with the other civilizations, we first looked at the

- geographical background. The setting is now gentral and western

Europe, and it may be that this aspect now only requires a passing
reference, since it will have been dealt with in the geography

- lessons. It would, however, be necessary to point out that Europe

in those days presented a vastly different countenance from that of
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ioday. in the first place, a great part of it consisted of forest and
heath. Towns, where they did exist, were relatively small. The
main roads were still the Roman highways. There were no other -
systems of communications as we know them. Travel was by man
or horsepower. After the break-up of the empire, robbers infested
the countryside.

In the present work, a short description of the main features of
the period will be given as background information. Suggestions
for themes to be taken up with the children will then be indicated.
Some of the material will be in outline only, or merely suggested,
as the details are already available in textbooks.

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS
When the barbarians stormed into Europe, the old order was
swept away. A new socuety evolved with three main ingredients.
These were:

« The Teutons (the Germanii of Tacitus)

* The legacy of Greece and Rome

e Christianity

The new impulse in Europe was to be carried and developed
by an erstwhile barbarian race, the vigorous and virile Teutons,
who entered, conquered, and absorbed the Roman world. They
were destined to develop both a higher sense of individuality and
a deeper understanding of the physical world. The Romans had
grown degenerate; their system had petrified. Their achievement
had been the physical creation of an empire, and, in terms of
human development, the feeling of individuality as a citizen. To
some extent, they had absorbed Greek culture. Although the
organization of the empire had collapsed, a legacy of ideas was
left, particularly in the field of jurisprudence.

When the Teutons overran the empire, Christianity was
already the state religion, but the teachings of Christ had been

~ somewhat overlooked, even perverted. Organized Christianity had

taken on the trappings of imperial Rome. They met, therefore,
romanized, or Latin, Christianity.

In the empire, with its regulated administration and safe routes
of communication, there had been not only law and order, but an
active commercial life. Now there was only chaos. With the
journeyings of the various tribes, the threat from the Arabs, the
incursions of the Vikings, there was general unrest and
uncertainty. Some pattern of organized existence emerged
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eventually, and medieval society then functioned somewhat as
follows: _

o The economic structure was based mainly on agriculture,
with growing commercial activity towards the 12th century.

_..»-The political arrangements were autocratic—the king or lord

“iv.and his vassals, the feudal system. There was no “state” as

“we know it. The arrangement was such that a few were rich
and many poor. '

e The spiritual life was centered in the church, which used its
power to perpetuate the political system, and in turn, was
supported by it.

The outstanding feature of the period is the dominance of the
church, challenged from time to time by the temporal power. The
romanized Christian church ‘spread its all-embracing influence
everywhere. lts epithet, “catholic,” means universal. It provided a
common element which included everything and everybody. It
adininistered the work of God, who was the all-giving, all-
determining Father. As the representative of God, it was the
highest authority on earth, and expected general recognition.

We must bear in mind that we are dealing with the period
following the coming of Christ, and that in some subtle way, the
) dfgéz},ion of men's minds had turned. They did not indulge in
‘ pthosophy as the Greeks had done; nor in expediency, like the
Romans. A different emotion lived in the Medieval soul, which
was one of piety and devotion. The Gothic arch in architecture,
with its form of hands in prayer, is symbolic.

The outlook of the period is epitomized in the philosophy of
St. Augustine of Hippo (354-430)—not to be confused with his
namesake who came to England later as a missionary.

Augustine was a dominant personality, a great thinker and
writer of the early Christian era. His most famous book was
entitled The City of Geod.

. As a student, he had become convinced of the superiority of a
life devoted to the pursuit of truth. The being of God, the nature
and origin of evil, had puzzled him. he sought answers in
philosophy. After a passing mystical experience, he became a
Christian and reached a high rank within the church. His ideas
may be summarized as follows:

Earthly events, both social and political, are determined from
thie spiritual werld. On both the earthly and the heavenly

"planes, there are good and evil forces struggling with one

4

another. As far as the earth is concerned, men under the
influence of evil forces seek worldly possessions and become
discontented, but Christ works through the good, who are
thus enabled to practice love and self-denial. In this way,
they prepare to establish a Kingdom of God on earth. The
unity of a family is a manifestation of love, as is a political
unity. Through the power of Christ within the soul, the
human being can discover truth; but man himself is not self-
sufficient or independent, hence the necessity for authority.
Rulers are chosen and appointed by God, and it is their duty
to direct the people. They determine the social order.

Thus, man's place in life was ordained by God. As a
Christian, man's attitude should be one of piety and humility and
subjection to higher authority. The role of the higher authority, of
God's representative on earth, 'the church took unto itself.

What had happened historically was -that, as the empire
disintegrated, the bishop of Rome had become important as a
figurehead. Here, at least, was one point of stability. He came to
be known as the “pope” (father) and claimed to have inherited the
powers conveyed to Peter by Christ, and was thus the head of the
church. This view was not shared in the still-existing eastern half
of the Roman Empire. Here, in the ancient city of Byzantium, re-
named Constantinople, there existed another head of church. The
two had differences of opinion, not oaly in the matter of
supremacy, but also in doctrine. However, as far as the new
European culture was concemed, Rome became dominant.

The Roman Catholic church made its presence felt in every
direction. It was responsible for schools (insofar as they existed),
for charities, festivals, pageants, processions, celebrations on holy
days, as well as spiritual welfare. it laid down dogma and did not
tolerate unbelievers, sects, -or heretics. If necessary, it forced its
beliefs on people with fire and sword. d

" The church derived its income from grants of land over which
the clergy exercised their rights as tenants or as royal officers.
Living in fear of eternal damnation, people bequeathed money or
goods to the church to say masses for their souls. There existed
also special agents who could offer forgiveness of sins in return fo

greedy for worldly power.
It is true that its authority was challenged from time to ti
king or emperor, but for the greater part, some sort of comp.
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was reached, based on the principle of mutual support.

Thus, the church prescribed the king's duties, his oaths and
prayers. It laid down his obligations to protect the church and the
- defenseless, to care for the poor, to dispense justice, to make war
on the heathen. On. the other hand, the king in many cases
appointed the church officers. Naturally, he put in his supporters
as far as he could. His tenants did likewise. At the bottom end of
the scale, the parish priest was often a sort of domestic servant of
the local landowner. Since the clergy were the only educated
class, it was natural too, to appoint them to offices of state or to
responsible positions in the household of the local lord. Thus, the
clergy were in dominating situations, but perhaps more important
than that was the fact that they were in the position of dominating
the mind. With the power of bestowing the reward of heaven or
hell, the priest had a hold over the still sleeping soul of the
common man.

The influence of the church began to crumble about the year
1200, together with the whole structure of medieval society. The
outlook of many Europeans had been widened by the crusades.
An inner desire for independence and sel-responsibility had
begun to grow. Towards the 14th century, with the increasing
struggles between church and state, with the development of
towns, with a growing interest in natural science, came the great
change. Medieval society came to an end with the begmmng of
national states and a new outlook on the world.

_ The extent to which these ideas can be conveyed to the
children will depend on the class and the teacher. In any case,
one has to be selective. The matter need not, however, be
presented as ideas, but given as descriptions or characterizations.
The following themes are suggested:

The Teutons The Migrations

Arab Expansion The Holy Roman Empire
Feudalism The Crusades

Struggles between Dawn of the New Age

Church and State

The above follow one another in a more-or-less chronological
order. Other subjects on which notes are included are:
England
Everyday Life
Knights and Chivalry
Monasteries and Monks

JHE TEUTONS

There are many other matters of interest which can be studied
if time and opportunity present themselves, e.g.:
o Daily Routine in the Monastery
«. Building a Cathedral
¢ Drama in the Middle Ages
* Travel and Transport

¥ ¥ K ¥k ¥

THE TEUTONS

Tacitus, the Roman historian, tells us that the Teutons had the
secret of political liberty, individual initiative, renovating power,
and large families. In a world context, they were obviously a
youthful race, and at the time of their penetration into central and
western Europe there was something like a clash between age and
youth.

At the time of their invasions, the Teutons were not only
individualists, but, like the people of older civilizations, they felt a
strong loyalty to their family, clan or tribe. The blood relationship
was the basis of social and legal life—blood feuds are a sign of
this group consciousness. Yet some feeling of individualism can
be discerned. One can see this by contrasting them with the
eastern peoples. In the East, the attaining of wisdom and the
ultimate unification with the eternal were ideals, but in the
younger race, personal capacities, such as strength and courage,
were admired. When killed in battle, the western warrior did not
expect to be absorbed into the universe, but to be met by a war-
maiden especially destined to meet him, who would lead him to
Valhalla where he might continue his feasting and drinking.

Tribal consciousness changed to land consciousness when
groups settled on a particular piece of territory. Eventually, the
group consciousness belonging to blood waned, and in its place
there developed communities founded on-individual choice, suc:
as the medieval guilds and companies. The Teutons had no
“state,” nor did they form one for a thousand years. Over their
whole development broods mother church until the race, like the
individual child, kicks the traces.

The line of progress might be compared with that of a child
growing up. The infant in the younger years is not fully conscious,
and in the process of becoming so, he has to absorb the culture of
his surroundings. The Teutons, living at first in their tribal
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relationships, absorbed. the Greco-Roman culture, and thereby
. became transformed themselves. The Roman influence was so
strong in the. case of the Franks that they adopted its language, the
soldiers' Latin, which eventually became French. It was a case of
a young race conquering an old, and absorbing its culture.

We observe, then, a racial development in the Teutons.
Within a thousand ycars they changed from being tribal wanderers
with clairvoyant consciousness to seitlers with self—consciox.xsnfess
and a materialistic outlook. The Reformation marks the beginning
of their blossoming. ,

THE MIGRATIONS

Whenjthe Roman Empire started to expand, Europe was peopled
by wandering tribes of Celts who were either destroyed, expelled,
or absorbed. While parts of the conquered lands became very
Romanized, e.g., Provence, others, such as the north of England,
were only militarily occupied. The Roman influence was therefore
not evenly distributed. .

Along the frontiers of the Rhine and the Danube Ilvec! the
Teutonic tribes. Beyond them to the east were races of fierce
noriadic horsemen, of which the best known are the Huns.

The Huns were a Mongolian people, small, stockily built,
with short necks and swarthy countenances, round heads, wide,
flat noses and faces, short foreheads, deep-set slit eyes, slanted
eyebrows, and thin beards. Their horsemanship was supreme.
They had a reputation for their accuracy as mounted archers and
for their ferociouscharges... . .. . . ___._. _..  _ .

Under their leader, Attila, they stormed into Europe and
created a general upheaval. For a short period, tl.ley themselves
ruled Europe from the Rhine to the Urals. On their rtn:.arch to the
west, they were met by a combined Roman and VlSIgOth‘ army
nearjChalons and were defeated. Attila crossed the Alps with his
army and marched on Rome, but outside the city wal!s he was
met by the pope and withdrew, agreeing to accept tnbute..He
retumned to his headquarters on the Danube, but suddenly died.
His followers scattered, and the immediate threat to Europe was
gone, but his attacks had brought all Europe into movement.

The first Teutonic tribes to feel the Hun pressure were the
Ostrogoths and the Visigoths (East and West Goths). These were
rad@&who had wandered from the regicns of Sweden and northern
Ge’i;ﬁany to the shores of the Black Sea. They had already had
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contact with Rome, as they had been taken into the pay of the
Roman emperor to protect the frontiers. In the 5th century, these
finally collapsed and the Ostrogoths occupied ltaly, where they
eventually founded a kingdom under their great leader Theodoric
(the 'legendary Dietrich of Berne). After his death, however, the
kingdom did not survive.

The Visigoths travelled from the shores of the Black Sea via
Greece and the Adriatic coast, south through Italy and back again,
to settle in southern France and Spain.

The Burgundians at some time had also moved into central
Europe from the area of the Baltic and now founded a kingdom in
the area of Worms on the Rhine. After the retreat of the Huns,
they spread into areas which are now western Switzerland and the
neighboring parts of France, bounded roughly by the Rhdne and
Sadne.

The Lombards came from northern Europe into north ltaly.
Legend says that the Archangel Michael had directed them there.
The area is still known as Lombardy.

The Vandals wandered from the Baltic area westwards
through central Europe and Spain to North Africa, where they
founded a kingdom and raided the southern shores of Europe
across the Mediterranean.

The Alemanni settled in the area of modern northern
Switzerland, between the Alps and Alsace.

The Franks crossed the Rhine into Holland, Belgium, and
northern France. They gradually extended their territory to the
west and south until, under Clovis, they drove the Romans entirely
out of Gaul (France). Clovis became the first king of all the Franks.

The Angles, Saxons, and Jutes crossed the sea from the areas
of northern Germany and Denmark and settled in England. The
English language and culture developed from them. Keltic tribes of
Picts and Scots, insofar as they remained after the Roman
occupation, were driven into Ireland and Scotland.

Of all the domains established by the Teutons at that time,
only the Frankish and Anglo-Saxon have remained. These became
France and England.

In the 9th, 10th, and 11th centuries, the Scandinavians came
on to the scene. They are variously called Northmen, Norsemen,
or Vikings. Vik in old Norse means “a creek.” These were
therefore men from the creeks, or fiords. They went into Russia,
first as robbers, but then as traders, and founded great commercial
centers there. They sailed to England, France, lreland, and into the

~
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Mediterranean. They even reached Iceland, Greenland, and North
America. Though at first they were roving bands of plunderers and
robbers, some settled in England, some in France, and some in
Sicily. In England, they were absorbed. .In France, they acquired
territory known as Normandy, an event which was to play a great
part in English history. In Sicily, they founded an independent
kingdom.

With these movements across Europe, there was obviously a
tremendous mixing of the peoples, with three results: :

* The loss of ancient clairvoyant powers

* The weakening of blood relationships

* The emergence of a new race of Europeans

There was another movement of people influencing European
development yet remaining for the most part on the outside. This
‘was the enormous Arab-Muslim expansion which took place in
the 7th and 8th centuries. This presented a territorial threat to
Europe, but it was contained. It was in another respect, namely in

:he cultural, scientific sphere, that the Arab influence made itself
elt.

ARAB EXPANSION

MOHAMMED, MOHAMMEDANISM, MUSLIMS, ISLAM

To Europeans, Arabia must have seemed a very remote country,
even if they had heard of it. Suddenly, in the 7th and 8th
centuries, the Arabs made their presence known to the extent of
almost destroying Christian Europe. :

‘A bqy was born in the Arabian city of Mecca, about the year
?69, named Muhammed, or Mahomet. In his early years he lived
in the desert and was cared for by a nurse. It is said that miracles
happened through his presence. The nurse's flocks increased
tenfold, her fields yielded superabundant grain; angels watched
over the child and gave him heavenly knowledge and the gift of
prophecy. '

As a youth, he went on trading expeditions with his uncle. He
married a rich widow, which insured his material well-being.

At the age of forty, he was visited by the angel Gabriel. He
had visions of the delights of paradise and the torments of hell. He
felt himself to be the new Messiah. Though he recognized the

. .-ir_npoytance of the Israelite prophets and of Christ, he claimed that
~he himself was the last of the prophets, and that his revelations

and ordinances were the final truth.

The religion that he founded is called Mchammedanism, or
Islam. His followers are known as Mohammedans, Moslems, or
Muslims. Islam means submission, or surrender, and in this case it
meant submission to the will of God, whom he called Aliah.
s+ Mohammed declared that Allah determines all events on
earth, good and evil, and that it is the duty of man to submit.
Submission brings peace, security, and salvation. He demanded
strict adherence to fixed religious practices and rituals, such as
bowing five times a day towards Mecca and praying, washing
before praying, and fasting at certain  times. Where possible, he
said his followers should make at least one pilgrimage in their
lives to the holy city of Mecca.

It was, however, not only a religion that he founded, but a
way of life, and he laid down rules for social relationships,
governing, for example, marriage and property. Muslims were
forbidden to drink wine, to take part in games of chance, to
engage in usury. They were exhorted to be truthful, clean, honest,
hospitable, generous in giving alms. All these matters were written -

down in the holy book known as the Koran.

At first, Mohammed gathered around himself only a small
dnd of believers, and met with some opposition, but gradually
his message spread. In 628, he sent letters to the rulers of all the
neighboring states, calling on them to acknowledge Allah, the
One True God. He died in 632, but his successor had become a
fanatical believer and set himself the task of conquering the world
for Allah. His followers were also undoubtedly attracted to the
idea by the thought of the booty that could be obtained.

With small armies, the Muslim Arabs conquered Syria, Egypt,
Persia, Turkestan, North Africa and Spain. Their faith spread
through all these territories and as far afield as India and China.
They threatened Europe with a pincer movement. In the east, they
made severai attacks, but were not finally repulsed until 1683. In
the west, their advance was stopped in central France in 732, and
they were thrown back to the Pyrenees. In Spain, the Moors—the
Arabs from Mauritania—kept a foothold until 1492. Interestingly
enough, that is the year when Columbus reached America.

This great conglomeration of Muslim dominated countries
never became a united kingdom or a political state. After the
initial success, there were disagreements and rivalries, and the
jiitious tesritories became autonomous.

There was, however, another side to the Arab conquests. This
was the introduction of academic learning to Europe. By 762,

, 1



Baghdad had become the focal point of the Muslim world. Here,
the Caliph Harun al Rashid, a wealthy patron-of the arts,
inaugurated a great cultural center. He invited leamed men of all
countries to his court, and it became very famous for its brilliance
and learning.

The works of Aristotle and other Greek writers had become
known to the Arab scholars through the military conquests, and
were translated into Arabic. With their sharp, logical, Semitic
thinking, the Arabs seized upon these new ideas and found
themselves very stimulated thereby. Schools, libraries and
universities were founded in various parts of the Arab world. In
Asia, Baghdad was only one center. Bokhara and Samarkand were
others. In Egypt, Cairo and Alexandria were focal points, while
Cordoba, in Spain, served the west. The Arabs wrote important
works on geography, history, philosophy, medicine, physics, and
especially on arithmetic, geometry, and astronomy. The words
almanac and algebra are Arabic; so is our system of numbers. (Try
to multiply 28 x 56 using Roman numerals.)

The Arabs were alchemists and practical scientists. They
experimented in the physical sciences and made alloys, essences,
and optical glass. They leamed the manufacture of paper from the
Ch;nese and introduced it to the west. They were forerunners in
materialistic thinking and for the natural scientific age connected
therewith.

The faith of Islam, submission and yleldung to fate, contrasts
strongly with the Christian path of inner development and striving.

THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE AND CHARLEMAGNE

Clovis became the first king of the Franks in 486. He brought ali
the land between the lower Rhine and the Pyrenees under his rule
and made Paris the capital. After his death, there was a century of
dispute with regard to the throne, but the real rulers were the so-
called “Mayors of the Palace.” One of these was called Pepin, and
when he died, his son, Charles, took over his duties. It was under
this Charles that the Mohammedans were repulsed at Tours (732),
and after the battle he became known as Charles Martel—Charles
the Hammer. His son, known as Pepin the Short, became mayor
in turn, but aspired to kingship. He received the pope's approval
and was crowned in 751. After his death, his kingdom should
have been divided between his two sons, but since the elder one
had died, it devolved upon another Charles, known later as

THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE
Charles the Great or Charlemagne.
Charlemagne's favorite reading was St. Augustine's book, The

.Clty of Cod, and in his life and actions he followed the ideas

expressed there. It was his ambition to establish a Christian
Europe, and he felt that he had a divine mission to do so. With
this in mind, he formed an alliance with the pope, although he -
still considered the church his servant.

TJo chrlstuamze Europe, he had first to conquer it. This was
achieved in various ways. When the Lombards in northem ltaly
quarreled with the pope, the latter sought help from Charlemagne.
He answered by attacking the Lombards and making himself king.
In the regions of the present Westphalia and Saxony lived tribes of
Saxons. As yet, these were pagans. Charlemagne was determined
to conquer them and convert them. He had to undertake no less
than eighteen campaigns to achieve this, and it was only finally
accomplished with savage cruelty and endless bloodshed. One
cannot help reflecting on what he understood by Christianity.

In an expedition against the Arabs in Spain he was less
successful. He lost a favorite follower, Roland, and event which
was the origin of the famous poem “Song of Roland.”

In 788, he was able to incorporate Bavaria into his kingdom
and to exert considerable influence in the states along the Danube
without actually conquering them. Charlemagne now ruled over a
great part of Europe—those areas now occupied by France,
Holland, Belgium, Switzerland, Austria, North ltaly, parts of
Germany, and Spain.

The pope at that time was nominally a subject of the
Byzantine emperor, but he freed himself through his alliance with
Charlemagne. It was a case of mutual support, and in 800,
Charlemagne was crowned by the pope as “Emperor of the Holy
Roman Empire.” The significance of the act was the crowning by
the pope. It was a fusion of temporal and spiritual power.
Charlemagne became both servant and protector of the church.
He had created an outer form for the spiritual unity of Christianity.

Charlemagne was a great ruler and a great lover of learning.
He held court at various places in his empire, but Aix-fa-Chapelle
became his favorite home, probably on account of the warm
springs there. At his assemblies, all matters were discussed,
whether they were connected with the law, the church, or the
army. There was no division into affairs of staie and of church.

Charlemagne tried to make his court a center of culture. He
invited leamed men of all depreec He rorrsenandad wiib Horm e




to visit the holy places without difficully. To make a pilgrimage to

Jerusalem was to insure salvation and forgiveness of sins, and a-

steady stream of visitors from Europe made the joumney.

However, an impulse from central Asia began to be felt. This
tim¢, a people known as the Turks ‘advanced through Asia Minor
and..cptured Jerusalem in 1071. They were fanatical followers of

Y nd henceforth, Christians were barred. This aroused great

Is!é%? a
indignation in Europe, and people banded together into armies to

regain the holy places. The fact that so many different people were
inspired by this impulse demonstrates the unity of medieval

" Europe. (Details of the campaigns will be found in the history

books, but as far as our teaching is concerned, they are not
particularly important.)

Children should appreciate what an enormous undertaking the
Crusades were; how Peter the Hermit and Walter the Penniless
wandered through Europe awakening interest. At first, there was
no organization. There was a lack of means and supplies; hostile

territory had to be crossed; the weather, and particularly the heat, -

had to be-endured. There were few transport facilities. Thousands
perished before even reaching their destination. Thousands died in
fighting, and thousands by disease. :

Hhére were many different motives which moved people to
jointhe Crusades. The church had become rich and had gained
considerable worldly power. Many people felt that the west was
losing touch with real Christianity. In their souls, they still had: an
attitude of devotion. Bernard of Clairvaux gave a lead to such
people. They hoped that the physical contact would restore the
connection.. Others would have liked 1o see a Christian center in
Jerusalem independent of Rome. The popes saw an opportunity of
re-asserting their authority, and so encouraged kings, emperors,
and people to undertake a common task with the papal blessing.
Criminals could gain release to join a crusade. Sins were forgiven,
and the blessing of the chutch was bestowed upon the
Participants. Some of them were possibly attracted by the idea of

| 8aining worldly wealth and honor as well.

-The expedition under Godfrey of Bouillon achieved some
initial success, but the crusaders began quarrelling among
themselves. The Greek Christians of Constantinople felt the Middie

- East to- be their territory, and they resented the intrusion of the .
western powers. The French and English quarrelled. Lofty ideals
g t.in the melese, with consequent demoralization and

immorality. Finally, there was another movement of Mongols from

Centra! Asia under Genghis Khan. This drove aa;’[-tnt‘)e o‘fj e’;uqksé
known later as the Ottoman Turks, Wf:stwards. They inva azd
conquered the Holy Lands, and established a wide empire arou
iving the Christians out. L )
then}lzhir:kl)jegct of the Crusades was never accomp‘linshed, .z(xjnd from
this distance of time, one might say that t-hf: whf)le i ea"was;
misguided. The physical scene of Christ's mamst.r); is r;atura ly <:t

ihterest, but His teaching is for the hearts. and mu»u‘ds o h;.)eolp g.

is not something connected with one particular g”eo_grap |cka agﬁi;

The Biblical word in St. Luke mig:t well)l ;t:;.)ply": nV\‘{hy seek ye

ivi ead? He is not here, but is risen.

Iwmil?:::xr;i t::]):::t(:imally the Crus'adesI were a i;ilure, their effect on

rofound. The main results were ese: .

EUfOE’ eT\:xlzsc?u(Zaders came into contact with pec?ples of d:fferen(;
lifestyle, with different clothes, houses, furmtur_e, foc?ds,lt..gn
ideas. They saw new art forms and new ways in z}grlc(ju ure.
They met a culture intellectually and materlal!?’ f.ar in advance
of their own. {The words arsenal, sofa, mag?;nr?e, mattress
tariff, bazaar—are all Arabic.) The Roman Ch{lstlar?s, pas§1ni
through Constantinople, came into Fonta{ct with C}I]ruge
Christians and realized that there were d}ﬁgrent approaches to
their faith, and that there were Christians who did .‘n‘ot
ackrioWIedge the pope as the head of the church. They also
met non-Christians who were brave, generous, courteous,

leamed.
'O]OTbrI:c'i: r\‘:/jas stimulated, since the desire for the refinements of

rew.
toheTflE::sotuggh trade, the ltalian cities became imPonant, and tl}e
growth of cities meant a change in the socnal_ structure, in |
spiritual life and culture. A new sort of society began to
develop, based on industry. This produced \fvealth. Money,
which had almost disappeared from Europe with the Romans,
1o flow again. _
l-)e%a:ritr?g their g<:ommon campaigns, rivalries had developedf
between the leaders who had come :rofm It.he different parts o
foretaste of “national” feeling.

Eu;gé)ji‘el\:a‘lh/a;pe was never organized into a “state” such as
we know it, but in the East, there was a much mo':e
centralized system. Some ideas were bo'r{owed.by the
Europeans, and after the Crusades, larger political units were
formed in Europe.
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TEACHING HISTORY

STRUGGLES BETWEEN CHURCH AND STATE

The marriage of church and state had always been somewhat
precarious. It is said that the pope succeeded in crowning
Charlemagne by surprise, and that Charlemagne was by no means
pleased thereby, feeling that he had been defeated. He left
instructions to his son to avoid such an event, by seizing the
crown and crowning himself.

it is obvious that where two attain to power, there will be
rivalry, and in the course of the 11th- and 12th centuries, the
struggle for power between pope and emperor came more and
mere into the open. Bishops and priests had usually been
appointed by agreement with the temporal authority, but as the
only educated class, they also took positions as administrators and
secretaries. The church itself was supported by grants of land, and
it also exacted tithes. The clergy considered themselves a
privileged class, and could only be tried for offenses in their own
courts, a matter which eventually caused considerable unrest.

In the course of time, the church became rich and an
extensive landowner. It sought ever more temporal power.
Emperors, kings, princes, dukes, whatever the ruler might be,
resented this. They disliked it all the more, as a great deal of
wealth found its way to Rome. One of the bones of contention
was the question of the so-called investitures; i.e., who should be
responsible for appointing bishops and the clergy. A practice had
arisen known as “simony.” The king often wanted to raise money
and one way of doing this was to sell church offices for a sum of
money. Naturally, the king wanted to appoint people who would
be loyal to him in any case. On the other hand, the pope wished
io keep control and appoint his supporters. If the king objected to
the pope's choice, the latter had very powerful weapons. He
could excommunicate the king, declare his subjects free of
allegience to him, even appoint a successor.

The riches of the church induced the clergy to become lax
and worldly-minded, but still they claimed special privileges. This
did not go unnoticed by the common folk and there was therefore
a general disillusionment with the church. in the background,
there was a deeper restlessness, the growing feeling of
independence.

Concrete examples highlight this struggle, e.g. the quairel
between the Emperor Henry IV and Hildebrand; Frederick Il and
various popes; Henry Il of England and Themas a° Becket; the
“Babylonian Captivity” of the popes, and the Great Schism.

18

CHURCH AND STATE

Haldebrand (Gregory Vil) became pope in 1073. He started to
reform the church, in particular to deal with the practlce of
simony. Henry 1V, at that time king of the Germans but with
aspirations of becoming emperor of the Holy Roman Empire, had -
made many clerical appointments and objected to the pope's
interference.

Hildebrand excommunicated him and freed his subjects from
their oath of allegience. Henry defied him, but the influence of the
church was still so strong that the nobles were afraid. Henry

considered it diplomatic to save himself and his crown and to give

way. He appeared barefoot in the snow in a penitent's shirt before
the castle at Canossa, where the pope was staying. He appeared
three days in succession before he was received and his
submission accepted. This happened in 1077, and is known as the
“Penitence of Canossa.”

When the king felt that he had regained sufficient influence
among his people, he defied the pope again, but was dethroned
by him. His answer was to depose the pope and put another in his -
place, Clement Iil, who then crowned him emperor. Hildebrand
fled the country and died a few years later. Henry's triumph did
not last long, as there followed a series of internal struggles, and
his son forced him to abdicate.

Frederick Hl inherited the Norman kingdom of Sicily in 1198
when he was a child of four. Pope Innocent Ill was his guardian.
His grandfather was Frederick Barbarossa, who had already had
quarrels with the church. Frederick Il eventually became the
German king and emperor of the Holy Roman Empire.

Sicily at the time was an Arab kingdom conquered by the
Normans. There were therefore two influences at work, Arab and
Norman—Muslim and Christian. Many learned men were at the
court, and Frederick undoubtedly had a good education, but grew
up with a poor view of religion. He is suppo.ed to have declared
that Moses, Christ, and Mchammed were all impostors.

When the time came for him to be crowned emperor, the
pope made conditions: he was to put down heresy, give up the
kingdom of Sicily.and South italy, free the German clergy of taxes,
and go on a crusade. To these conditions-he apparently agreed,
but failed to carry them out. In the meantime, lnnocent Il died,
and a succeeding pope, Gregory 1X, excommunicated him. It did
not appear to worry him. He addressed a letter to all the princes in
Europe, attacking the pope for trying to become sole ruler, and
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he went to Egypt, were he seems ‘to have done a business
transaction and succeeded- ifi-becoming king of Jerusalem. As he
was - still excommunicated, he crowned himself. While he was

away, papal armies invaded “his kingdom. He returned, chased

-out, and forced the pope to lift the ban, ‘
few years later, -on the pretext that the -emperor sought to

‘ der"':,'_ 6 him; the pope excommunicated him. again. Frederick
- -answered with another denunciation of the church, of the clergy,

their wealth, pride, and irreligion. He suggested that it would be a
good thing for the church if its wealth were confiscated, an idea
that certainly appealed to a.good many other iulers. A new pope,
Innocent IV, deposed him, but he died soon afterwards.

It is interesting to note that the kingdom of Sicily was the first
in Europe to embody the idea of “state” as we know it. Frederick
had a regular army and navy, regulated his subjects' lives
according to laws and ordinances, created a civil service and
introduced a tax system which he had learned from the Arabs.
Among his other achievements, he also founded the University of
Naples, a medical school, and a zoo.

The story of Henry and Beckett is too well known to be
included here. :

#Perhaps the best example of the waning influence of the pope
ant"the growing power of the national states is seen in the
relationship between Philip of France and the papacy.

The French king, Philip, came into conflict with the pope in
1302, and sent in his agents to arrest him. He was rescued by
friends, captured again by the French, but died in a few weeks
time. The remarkable thing is that this event aroused but little
interest in Europe. Philip took the opportunity to set up his own
pope, establishing him at Avignon, which, although it belonged to
the papal see, was in French territory. The situation lasted from
1309 to 1377, and is known as the “Babylonian Captivity.” In
1377, the ruling pope returned to Rome, but dissentients elected
another to rule from Avignon. Thus, for a time there were two
popes. This is known as the Great Schism. The emperor, England,
Hungary, and Poland supported Rome. France, Spain, Portugal,
and some German princes recognized Avignon. Each pope
claimed to be the genuine one, and each cursed and
excommunicated the followers of the other. The division ended by
agreement in favor of Rome in 1417,

R R T TR

DAWN OF THE NEW AGE ' o )
In the 13th century, Europe became adolescent. As with the child,
new powers of perception and judgement deve.lop_ed. Men \‘uanted
more personal freedom. They began to question the workings of
nature. They wondered what was beyond the seas. There was a
beginning of rational thinking. A new dawn was about o break.
The period of transition is known in history as the Reformation,

Through the Crusades, new ideas had been brought to Europe.
Arab scholarship had stimulated intellectual effort. Trade was
increasing. The dissensions in the church and the 'extravagan?es of
the clergy had brought men to question the church's authority. A
feeling of anti-clericism developed. The temporal rulers were
coming increasingly into conflict with the church. Some -of these
matters have already been described. Other significant pointers to
the new age are:

* Development of towns

e Founding of universities

¢ Growth of natural science

¢ Increasing nationalism

* Attitudes toward religion

TOWNS ‘

These grew in the wake of trade, although their manner ?f
growing is a little doubtful. Peddlers may have found certain
centers profitable; officers of the state or church may have
discovered a useful side-line. Footloose adventurerers may have
become merchants. Location was also a factor.

A town feeds on itself. Where people meet, there is a need of
services; where services are available, people settie. Economic life
in the early Middle Ages was hardly recognizable as a separate
unit. The basis of existence was agriculture, and the feudal system
meant a closed economy. Since there was no money, exchange
was by barter, and villages had to be self-sufficient. it was the
material side of life which brought towns into existence anfi it was
this aspect which was cultivated, although certain things in other
spheres resulted. It was in the towns that inventions were madc::.
The towns gave the opportunity for men to unfold their
personality. “City air is free.” If a villein could escape to a town
and remain free for a year and a day, he would be a free man.
Living in a town also had an inverse effect, i.e., to be cut off from
land and nature, meant to be thrown back upon oneself.

21



In the towns, independent personalities formed themselves
into independent units, as, for instance, the guilds and
associations which insured their own protection and at the same
time insisted on standards. In time, the citizens also demanded the
right of self-government, and obtained charters from the king to

* order their own affairs.

These things can be described in detail, or childrer can read
about them for themselves. It might be possible to include the
history of individual towns. Venice is interesting, with its crusader
connections and the unscrupulous Doge Dandolo. Hamburg and
Lubeck, were northern cities on the trade routes to the Baltic.
Florence, Genoa, Lisbon, Paris, Bruges, London, Antwerp,
Nuremberg, Novgorod, Bergen, were all trading cities, full of
travellers exchanging not only goods and jokes, but also thoughts
and ideas.

THE UNIVERSITIES
Universitas, meaning the whole, or universality, was a word
originally applied to a recognized scholastic guild. A university
was a society of foreign scholars in a strange land, but in the 14th
century, the term came to mean a general community of teachers
and scholars. Learning and the schools had been the prerogative
of the church, particularly of the monasteries. With the growing
spirit of independent inquiry, other centers came into existence.
Though patronized by church and king, they were destined
eventually to become independent of both.

in the 12th century, the lawyers of Bologna and the
theologians of Paris were becoming organized bodies. Many
universities were founded in Europe during the 13th century,
including Oxford. The universities of Prague, Heidelberg, and
Vallodolid were some of the most famous. At first, studies were
somewhat limited. Theology was of prime importance, then law,
philosophy, and possibly medicine. They became more liberal in
time. Once the gates of learning were thrown open and it was no
longer the exclusive right of the clergy, there were further
developments in the matter of education. Schools were founded
by kings or rich men so that the laity also became educated. The
invention of printing in the 15th century provided a further
impetus.

NATURAL SCIENCE .

The books which learned people of the Mtddle Ages consulted
were the Bible and the works of Aristotle. The works of Aristotle
had come to Europe in a roundabout fashion—from Greece tv
Alexandria, where they were translated into Arabic by the
conquering Arabs, introduced by them into Moorish universities in .
Spain, then translated into Latin——badly. Nevertheless, they acted
as an incentive to the awakening European mind. As in matters of
religion, there was a growing tendency on the part of the common
man to form his own opinions, so now in the 13th century, he
began to look at the world in general with different eyes.

The birth of natural science can be made very clear by
reference to Roger Bacon (12102-1292). He is the first advocate of
the scientific mode of thinking directed to the material world. He
denounced dogma, authority, custom, and recommended
scientific experimentation. He predicted the advent of machine-
driven ships, cars and airplanes:

It is possible to make engines that fly, a man standing in the
midst thereof, only turning about an instrument which moves
artificial wings made to beat the air after the fashion of a bird's
flight. . . . It is possible to make a chariot move with inestimable
swiftness and that without the help of any living creature.

At this time too, paper began to appear in Europe. (Ask the
children to imagine a world without paper.) 1t is thought that the
Arabs learned the art of paper making from the Chinese and
brought it to Europe via Greece or Spain. This naturally meant a
greater dissemination of knowledge, particularly after the
invention of printing.

If geography can be called a science, then it is here that the
journeys of Marco Polo should-be mentioned. The Mongols had
established an enormous empire stretching from China to the
borders of Europe. The great Kublai Khan was governor or
emperor when three Europeans—a youth, with his father and his
uncle—made a visit to his court. When they returned, the young
man, Marco Polo, wrote an account of his travels. This also
stimulated European minds. Two hundred years later; a copy of
this book came into the hands of a poor aspmng sailor known as
Christopher Columbus.
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l.uXenibburg, Switzerland, Italy.
After Charlemagne's denth, F '
\ . France was ravaged by th
Ih.lt::rsemen. Charlemagne’s descendents became kings bu:l hag
t;] atta sc;'wer.ﬂ"rheFlast of them died in 987. It will be ter;tembered
en the Franks came into Roman Gaul
. . (France), th
;:i.optled the Latin tongue which gradually turned into French el:
is already there was an element of nationalism. When the las.t of

on their own French-speaking members as king. The choice fell on
uke I.-lu‘gh Capet, whose territory at the time was limited to
area within some 70 or 80 miles of Paris. Through his efforts t:nn
process of .the unification of all France and the making of a ;tate
b nL Th.ls continued under his successors, and panicularl:
N ouis IX, w.ho came to the throne in 1226. On account of

Plous ways, this king became known as Saint Louis. A crusade

and Otto_ the Great did for Germany. (Henry is known as “the

the king, a descendant of Charlemagne. Charlemagne's

descendants, however, were not particularly brilliant or capable,

and the last of them, Charles the Fat, was deposed and then

one of the German dukes. When the latter died in 9

Saxony was elected king by the nobles. Like l-'l'al::czl i'isH::zltOf

hwas also in troubje; not so much from the Norsemen 'but from tl:y

ordes Qf Pagan nomadic tribes which ranged up a'nd down the

e n_frontiers; To deal with these, he created strong bordee
vinces known as the “marches,” each under a local I:ader A:

“ ! .

least two of these, Prussia and Austria, developed later. into
independent states. Henry encouraged the growth of towns, which
could be fortified against attack. He also comibined groups of
villages under a common government and gave them a measure of

independence. : ‘
His son, Otto, continued his work. Otto also extended his

territory to the north and east. He was asked for assistance by an’
ltalian princess, which resulted in his marrying her and becoming
King of Italy. He was then crowned Emperor by the pope, as heir
to the Holy Roman Empire, a title which every German king has
claimed since. ,

Henry and Otto gave the lands east of the Rhine an identity.
Germany did not become a centralized state like England and
France for a long time, but these two personalities prepared the
way. . .

In England, Norman and Saxon were combining to form the
English nation. In Switzerland, the patriots were establishing their -
independence. A further move in establishing:national identity
was the rejection of papal authority. Europe was'a conglomeration
of domains ruled by kings, dukes, princes, counts, papal
representatives, city fathers. There were many rivalries and?’gmany
rulers saw advantages to themselves in assertingitheir
independence from the Roman church. Most of nhorthern Germany
and the former Bohemia took this path. So eventually, did
England, Scotland, and Holland. A further pointer to the
developing feeling of nationalism lies in the use of the language.
All medieval scholars spoke and wrote in Latin. Now, works were
appearing in the vernacular (Dante, Wycliffe, Chaucer). In 1356,
“English” was declared the official language of parliament. The
medieval feeling of oneness, unity, universalism, with God as the
ultimate head of affairs and the church as administrator, gave way
to a feeling of separateness—our land, our country, our
language—the beginning of the national state.

RELIGION .
We have already described some of the struggles for dominance
which took place between the ecclesiastical and the temporal
powers, and also the struggles within the church itself. No wonder
that people began to reject authority and wanted to make their
own decisions. Biographies will illustrate the point. The great
figures of the Reformation, Luther and Calvin, belong to the next




period of history, but two forerunners can be mentioned here:
Wycliffe and Huss.

John Wycliffe (1320-1384) was a leamed doctor at Oxford
who openly criticized the abuses of the church. He preached
individual salvation, and translated the Bible into English so that
people could judge for themselves. His ideas were adopted by
John Huss, who spread them at the University of Prague, in
Bohemia. Here, they had more success, and the Hussite
movement threatened to upset the established order. It was
therefore persecuted. Huss himself was tried for heresy and burned
at the stake.

So far, events have been depicted chronologically as they
affect Europe as a whole. The developments in England follow a
somewhat different pattern, and English history might therefore be
treated as a separate chapter. Other information of general interest
follows.

ENGLAND

When the Romans withdrew, the British Isies were left wide open
to attack by the piratical Angles, Saxons, and Jutes. At first, they
came on plundering expeditions, but gradually they settled and
became farmers. The Celts, or Roman Britons, insofar as they were
not absorbed, were driven into Wales and Scotland. Roman-Celtic
civilization, including the brand of Christianity which belonged to
it, vanished. Pagan Anglo-Saxon kingdoms were formed which
were at war with one another until one became dominant. This
happened in 825 when Egbert established the supremacy of
Wessex.

On the continent at this time, Charlemagne had become
emperor of the Holy Roman Empire. In northem Africa and the
Near East, the Muslims were rulers. Christianity came to England
from two directions. There was a flourishing Christian church in
Ireland, and Irish monks, (Columba, Aidan) came via lona and
Lindisfarne to preach the gospel in northern England. This is
known as the Celtic stream. In 596, Pope Gregory sent Augustine
on a mission to England accompanied by forty monks. Landing in
Kent, the missionaries travelled north and West, spreading Roman
Christianity. The Celtic stream was a more inward one, laying
stress on personal holiness; the Roman church followed the
pattern of the Roman state and considered discipline and ritual
. more important. The latter became dominant
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Anrother movement of peoples now came from northern
Europe. The inhabitants of Scandinavia discovered that much
booty and plunder were to be obtained by  attacking their
neighbors. The Swedes went into Russia, although often on '
peaceful missions, but the Danes and Norwegians sailed on
pillaging raids over the sea. In England, these “Viking” raids
became the terror of the countryside. ) :

King Alfred of Wessex, who was also a great lover of learning
and education like Charlemagne, succeeded in uniting the country
and eventually defeating the Vikings. Some tribes were allowed to
settle in the nostheastern parts of England. (In connection with the
various settlements, a study of English place-names is of interest.
There is a short chapter on this in the author's book, The Origin
and Development of Language.) :

After the death of Alfred, there was a Danish invasion, and the

Danish king Canute became king of England as well as of
Denmark and Norway. The throne eventually reverted to the
Anglo-Saxon line by choice of the Witan, the Saxon council of
wise men, but in 1066 came the Normans, the last invaders of
England. :
From this mixture of Celt, Roman, Anglo-Saxon,
Scandinavian, Norman-French, both the English people and the
English language developed. It took two or three hundred years for
the mixture to fuse into a recognizable English race, and for a
language discernable as English to appear. Here is another
example of the melting pot out of which something new evolves,
for the English speaking peoples had a great destiny before them.

As a result of the Norman conquest, England came again into
the Roman orbit. There was unity again over most of the country,
and the direction of development was towards the national state.
Naturally, there was some rebellion and resistance. (See the story
of Hereward the Wake.) William the Conquerer established:

o A defined system of law _
e A tax system . "
o A defense force :
o An organized church

e A revised feudal system

England was never, however, “romanized” to the same exte

some of the continental countries. Custom and usage, ac gromgLlly

to Anglo-Saxon tradition, retained much of their force.
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In order to find out the wealth of the country, William ordered

a survey to be made, and the results were recorded in.what is
known as’the Domesday Book, the “Book of Doom” (final
authority). On these findings taxation was based. The conquerer
introdhiced a revised feudal system into England, insisting that the
lowere nants swear allegiance to him directly.

“is‘on ‘the continent, there was soon conflict between church
and state.' Papal policy was to control Europe. The pope had
encourag>d William in_his venture. Now, William declared that
no pope should be recognized nor anyone excommunicated
without his consent. He stipulated that the bishops should receive
their estates and symbols of office from the king. They owed the
service of a certain number of knights in return. The succeeding
kings also had their quarrels with the church, including Henry 11,
who had Thomas a* Becket, the Archbishop of Canterbury,
murdered.

By the 12th century, autocratic rule in England was giving
way to some form of representation. Henry 1, who reigned from
1100 to 1135, issued a charter giving concessions in the matter of
the liberty of his subjects. Henry Il established trial by jury. The
mos} significant move, however, took place under John (reigned

199 to 1216).
“John has been described as the. worst king England ever had,
and his exorbitant demands made the barons act for their own
self-preservation. They drew up a document, “The Great Charter
of Liberties” (Magna Carta), which they forced John to sign in
1215. It stated that no man should be imprisoned without a proper
trial, and that no taxes should be imposed without the consent of
the barons. By this, the power of the crown was limited. It was an
historic moment, the beginning of government by parliament. This
does not mean that a parliament was established as we know it,
but that the idea of representative government was at least
dawning. A further step was taken in 1295, during the reign of
Edward |, when the nobility were summoned for consultation,
together with two knights from every shire, and two burghers from
every borough. Common folk were not included, but nevertheless,

- this assembly might well be looked upon as the first representative

parliament.

"This was a period of great activity and development. In distant
parts, the English were taking part in the Crusades. On the
cofitinent, they were still embroiled with affairs in France. In the
é ndnorth there were wars with the Welsh and Scots. At

home, there was great building activity—churchies, monasteries,
caétle’s, manors. Towns and material wealth were growing. Roger
Bacon, in his works written between 1267 and 1277,‘\.was
icting a scientific age. -
Pfed_;f;]e Eings of,Engl::d still had possessions in France, and";glleur
ambition was to unite France and England under the Br‘msh‘
crown. This led to the beginning of the Hundred Years ‘War
{1337). Under the inspiration of Joan of Arc, the French were
reinvigorated and finally the English were ex-pe.lled. England
became an “insular nation” with no ties on the~contment.

One of the scourges of the Middle Ages was the plague. In
1348/9, England was visited by the “Black De’fath.’ Between a
third and a half of the population died. This in itself producec! a
revolution. Land and farming were neglected; -mano'nal
organibzation broke down; villeins and serfs were at a premium.
The final result was freedom from bondage and ‘much improved

ing conditions. A
WOf'?;:S cauthovrities tried to put the clock back. in the struggle, a
great army of men from Sussex, Kent, Essex, and Bedford marched
on London in 1381, demanding to see the king. They were;legi by
Wat Tyler, and the event is known as the “Peasants' Revolt: Cl’ylef
was treacherously killed, and the rising cruelly put do“_/n m.'spl-te
of the king's promises of redress. The movement failed in its
immediate object, but before the end of the next century,
feudalism had entirely disappeared from England. .

In religious matters, Wycliffe and his followeli_s were pre?chmg
revolutionary ideas of freedom from church domination. This very
brief outline, to be filled in as and where possible, clearly sho.ws
the trends of medieval society—secularization, and the growing
independence of the individual.

EVERYDAY LIFE -

Fascinating glimpses of everyday life in the Mnddlg Ages can be
given to the children, or they can read abogt it themselve}-s.
Generally, conditions of life in Europe in the first few centuries
after the Roman collapse must have been hard indeed. No wonder
the period is sometimes referred to as the "Dark. Ages.” Europia
was poverty stricken. Agricultural production was low:
communications had broken down; there was no currency. There
were pirates on the sea, robbers, vagrants, beggars, and freelance
mercenaries on the fand. There were the ever-present threats of
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plague and famine. Urban society was non-existent, and was not
restored until the 10th century.

LIFE IN THE VILLAGE

After an initial period of chaos, some pattern emerged.
Communities lived in large settlements. The church, castle, or
manor, mill, houses, and bamns were enclosed in a wall of some
sort. The Lord of the Manor was the responsible administrator, but
local customs were observed. Marriage outside the community
was rare, and life was lived within narrow limits.

~ The village houses were built of wood and thatched with
straw. At first, the stall or barn would be a part of the building,
although in time, separate buildings were erected. It was common
for several generations to live under the same roof—live, eat and
sleep—animals as well. The front door was on the street, and at
the back was a kitchen garden where the housewife grew
vegetables. There were a few small cottages to house landless
laborers. Perhaps a stream flowed through the village, or there
was a spring with a pond, or a well which provided water for

. people and cattle. Meetings were held in a stone circle, or under a

tree, or on the church steps.

The land was cultivated on the open field system, with strips
for each peasant, and one third of the land lying fallow each year.
Beyond the field was common land for grazing, and perhaps
forest. Peasants had the right-to keep animals in the forests and to
gather timber and fuel for their own use. Large tracts of land were
the private preserves of kings or nobles, and poaching was
punishable by death.

Tools were primitive—axe, scythe, sickle, hoe. Only in the
10th century did the plough come into use, and this was a heavy
wooden instrument which had to be drawn by eight oxen. Its use
was shared. About the same time, water power began to be used
for mills, replacing hand querns. Crops grown, according to
location, were: wheat, barley, rye, oats, beans, peas, turnips,
radishes, olives, vines, and fruit. Cattle had to be slaughtered in
the autumn, and the meat salted for the winter. Work lasted from
sunrise to sunset. Children started work at the age of seven or
eight. Young teenagers might work as servants to the lord, or as
hired hands in agriculture.

In less iertile arcas lived pastoral societies, less protected but
more mobile. These were found in the outlying parts of the British
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Isles, and on the mouatain slopes of centra! Europe. There were
also specialized communities with special occupations, such as
fishing or tin mining. Most communities were self-contained.: :
News was brought by pilgrims, peddlers, beggars, or the king's
representatives. The tenants who had to give military service did,
of course, have occasion to travel.’

In the early 12th century, there were a few new
developments. Windmiills for grinding corn came into use. A new
harness was invented so that horses could do the plowing. Water

.power was used for driving iron-workers' hammers and for

preparing cloth. Mining techniques improved. Stone was used in -
building. The Gothic style in architecture was introduced. In the
14th century, the use of iron became much more common, and a
great deal of timber was cut down to provide charcoal for
smelting. Much timber was also used for shipbuilding.

Eating was a somewhat different affair from nowadays. There
were plates or wooden platters, and in the course of time, knives
and spoons were in common use, but not forks. Breakfast might-
consist of bread and beer. At other meals, much meat was eaten,
but this presented a problem in the winter since salt was the only
known preservative. Since the meat might not be too good, spices
were used where available, but these were expensive. The
following are some of the articles of diet: bacon, beef, pork, veal,
lamb, goose, chicken, swan, peacock, hedgehog, fish on Fridays.
For dessert or sweet there would be fruit, cheese, cakes, tarts. (Let
the children consider life without tea, coffee, cocoa, chocolate,
sugar, breakfast cereals, peanuts, etc.—also gas, electricity,
petrol.)

With regard to amusements, these were somewhat restricted
by present standards. In the hall of the manor or castle there were
feasts in which all could take part. They took place at festival
times—coronations, weddings, funerals, harvest, and Christmas.
in the matter of sport there were football, wrestling, quarterstaff
and archery contests, and gambling. Itinerant poets might provide
stories. Troubadours and minnesingers provided entertainment.’
The nobility enjoyed hunting, falconry, and from the 12th century,
jousting.

The_church occupied an important part in village life. The
priest wielded more power over the villagers than the temporal
lord, for it was his responsibility to give the sacraments, hear
confessions, impose penances, grant forgiveness, administer the
last rites, and insure the soul's reception in heaven. He had a
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twofold task, to uphold. God's will, and 1o save the souls of the
people. . - a '

Life may have centered around the seasons, but it also
centered around the church. Services, in Latin, were held on
Sund.;ays and holy days. Ecclesiastical courts tried men for offences

gailist the church, such as being .absent from divine service, or
18 the washing on.Sundays. It administered the punishments,
of which the greatest was excommunication. On the other hand,
the church provided the social services: feeding the poor, and
maintaining hospitals and almshouses. The parish priest was the
local man, Bishops governed a diocese, i.e. a group of parishes,
and the bishop's own church was probably a cathedral.

LIFE IN THE TOWN .
Much of what has been said about life in the village applies of
course also to the town. It was. towards the end of the medieval
period that towns came into existence. To our modern minds, and
noses, they could not have been very pleasant places.

In the unsettled conditions of the times, it was necessary for
the“fowns to have some protection, hence, a city wall was built
wi atchtowers and a few gates. The gates were shut at curfew,
and*dpened at sunrise. Cattle were driven out to the surrounding
fields in the moming and brought in-again in the evening. While
the city wall and the castle, if it existed, were built of stone,

“houses and other buildings were often constructed with daub and
wattle on a timber frame, The upper floors projected over the
Ilower, with the result that a street became narrower in the upstairs

lower paﬁ of the house toward the street was the shop, and the
rest, living quarters. As specialized trades developed, craftsmen
organized themselves into gqilds','which insured standards,

- protected, and assisted their members. Different citizens wore

different clothes 1o show rank or standing. At night, the poorer
citizénsibad beds of straw, the richer ones, feathers.

towns generated wealth, and thijs became a means of
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establishing, to some extent, their own governments. The ku:gs
needed money, and in retumn for payme%tls they onllcx)iwge:;mf;
ivi iti rtain rights. They were a .
charter giving the citizens ce . ! il
i tions, to hold a ma
le, to make their own local regula X
Z:::pwéek "and a fair every year. The church was, .of Fourse,
active, but its influence waned quicker.

KNIGHTS AND CHIVALRY
HOSPITALLERS, TEUTONIC KNIGHTS, KNIGHTS -TEMPI;:;Rﬁn
A knight originally meant a farm worker (German: Knec b|' )
feudal times it took on the meaning of a sferv.lantdofsa :Coia“ez e:
ili i [ turn for land. Sp
whom military service was due in re - d
iali i trained and armore
fare meant specialized retainers as :
:::s::nen (Latin: caballus, a horse—hence cavalry, ca\;ahi:;
chivalry). In the 11th century, knight meant a mounte da?n
equipped soldier. In much the same way as outstan |thg
grsonalities in England receive titles from. the queen, ;o e;
znights gradually became an aristocratic elite. Membership o
ili me to depend on knighthood. " o
nObl:itt)llcceahigh standards were demanded of kmghts,‘a defur;;:e
code of behavior resulted, crystalized in the word ch:val:jy. ! e
would-be knight had to serve a master as page and l;aetten :::alllr;
ide, use arms, gen
his household. He had to learn to ride,  generally
i - d gallant to the ladies.
useful, obedient, well-mannered an : ; After
: i i if he were considered worthy,
h a period of preparation, if . ere '
f:guld o‘z)eserve a certain ritual by confessing, fastmi, and ke:p;:g
tect the weak, wome
igil. He would take an oath to pro .
2r;t1gans to maintain right against might, to be upright, honora'?l:,
loyal il;St. Although they have a certain legendary fl'fwor,l dl' E
Ar)t’hu’r‘s knights are examples of the ideal. Charlemagne's Pa.a in
e %t;letl:é 15th century, progress in military science was sPch ttlhat
knights were becoming obsolete as fighters.. At the same time, s
ideals of knighthood had degenerated into quter_,fobr-m_, an
“extravagances on the part of privileged members of society. -
During the Crusades, religious orders of .km.ghts came
existence. These were fighting monks with special‘ideals.
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THE HOSPITALLERS, or

KNIGHTS OF ST, JOHN OF JERUSALEM

The original impulse of this order was to provide a hospital for
sick pilgrims and crusaders in the kingdom of Jerusalem, which at
that time was in western hands. Many patients who had come into
the knights’ care showed their gratitude by giving donations or
leaving legacies. In this way, they acquired wealth. When
- Jerusalem was lost, they moved to Cyprus, then to Rhodes, which
~they acquired in 1309, and there they were able to set up an
.independent state. When the Turks advanced into the
Mediterranean, the Emperor Charles V gave them Malta. Here
they settled, ruled, and continued their work until the island was
captured by Napoleon. The order now possesses no territory, and
little authority, but it still exists in the present-day organization
known as the St. John Ambulance Association.

THE TEUTONIC KNIGHTS

This order was an organization of German crusaders, founded
about 1190, like the Hospitallers, to provide medical care. It
soon, however, took on a military character, and its activity was
transferred to eastern Europe. Ilts mission there was to fight the
heathen along the frontiers, but the original ideals and impulses
faded. It engaged in territorial conquest, occupied Prussia, and
founded a state there. It acquired other territories, but its subjects
rebelled, and after 1410, its authority and financial position
declined. It was then of little real significance, and was finally
dissolved by Napoleon in 1809.

THE KNIGHTS TEMPLARS

The templars have a much more dramatic history. They also came
into existence during the crusades. A few French knights offered
protection to pilgrims from marauding bands of Muslims, but soon
their organization grew into a great army with the object of not
only protecting pilgrims, but also of fighting the infidel. They
wanted to keep the holy places in westen hands. They themselves
had a very deep feeling and understanding for the Christian
impulse. They were ready to make any sacrifice for what they
believed. It was part of their creed that they might never waver in
their duty. They had no personal possessions. Everything belonged
to their order, and the wealth which they eventually acquired was
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only intended to be used szlflessly for worthy aims. With men of -
such integrity and high ideals, the order grew powerful in the
economic sphere. The Templars became the bankers of Europe.
Their treasure was kept in Paris, and crusaders could obtain letters
of credit from them which they could cash in other areas.
Gradually, merchants and others used their services. During the
years 1285-1314, Philip the Fair was king of France. It was said of
him that, except to his closest relatives, he showed no trace of
human goodness. He had no conscience. His whole life was filled
with desire for power, and plans to extend it. His goal was
dictatorship from the throne, absolute power, to be achieved by
any possible means. This was the same Philip who had forced the
pope to move his residence from Rome to Avignon, and the pope
was his puppet. Philip had designs on the Templars' gold. What
they wished to use in the service of mankind, he wished to use for
his own purposes. He arranged that the Templars should be
accused of heresy and immorality. The pope suppressed the order.
They were brought to trial, and in 1314, one of the greatest
infamies in history took place when fifty-four Knights Templars
were burned at the stake. In dying, their leader prophesied that

" Philip would have to meet him at God's tribunal before the year

ended. It is-a fact that Philip died that same year.

THE MONASTERIES: MONKS AND FRIARS

The existence of anchorites or hermits, living a solitary life away
from the world in order to obtain wisdom, overcome personal
imperfections, conquer evil and attain etemal bliss, was a known
feature of the ancient world. In Christian times there was a shift in
emphasis from the purely contemplative life to one which
combined contemplation with social service. Also, the idea of the
single hermit gave way to the community of hermits, the
monastery. The father of monastic life in Europe was St. Benedict.
It was he who formulated the three vows which were subsequently
adopted by the monks of all orders. These were: poverty, chastity,
obedience. If one considers these ‘in a little more than superficial
aspect, it is clear that they are really disciplines for the soul, for
self-development. If one possesses nothing, but gives all to the
common good, then not only is one relieved of worry, but it is a
social act. If earthly love is renounced, there are no family ties;
forces and energies are withheld which can be used in other
directions. Obedience means that one refrains from imposing
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one's'own will, and in the medieval context, obeys God. Benedict
was’bérn in Haly of rich parents in the year 480, and he was sent
to school in Rome. -He was disgusted with the degenerate ways of
 life-which he found there, and shocked by the non-Christian ways
of -the:Christians. He retired to a cave forty miles from Rome,

wheféhe spent three years in a life of prayer and study. Would-be

diséipies: sought him out,.and soon he had founded twelve

monasteries in the neighborhood. These were intended as centers

where men could live, work; and pray in peace without being

disturbed by worldly attractions. When these were established, he

took a few followers and built a new monastery on a hill between

Rome and Naples, the famous Monte Cassino. In the year 511, he

drew up the so-called “rule” for monks. In addition to the three

vows, he laid down general principles for practical life. He

wanted men to follow the word of God, by which he meant that

they should study religious works, and pray. He considered,

however, that manual work was also essential to the good life. He

therefore arranged the day so that the brethren would spend some

five or six hours in prayer, or at divine service, five hours doing

manual work, and four hours reading or in study. The older monks

were given the task of copying books. Thus, libraries were formed,

andepgany literary treasures saved. Benedictine monasteries were

built:all.over Europe. The Cistercian order, which was founded by

Bernard of Clarivaux in 1098; was an off-shoot with a stricter rule.

In the 12th century, various heretical sects were active and it

was feared that these were a- threat to the church. Dominic. a

churchman born in 1170, was distressed by this and sought

permission from the pope to organize a movement to counteract

the evil influence. This was granted, and he founded the order of

monks known as the Preaching Friars (French: frere, brother). Later

they were known as the Dominicans or the Black friars, on

account of the color of their costumes, Their principal object was

to convert the heretics, or to preach against them, but Dominic

-also insisted on high standards of scholarship. The two principle
‘houses of the Dominicans were near the universities of Paris and
‘Bologna so that the brothers could be in touch with current
leaming. Many officers of the inquisition were Dominicans.

In the 12th century, the church had become rich and corrupt.
In the attempt to return to basic patterns of Chusstianity, Francis of
Assisi. found'ed-_a' brotherhood whose intention was to live and
de%ggtrate‘the simple life; to be helpful, and to preach the

gospek-as. Christ had done. Francis, born of weaithy parents in

gospel as Christ had done. Francis, bori of wealihy parents in

Assisi in 1 182, led a life of luxury as a young man. He hap;fened

to fall ill, and came very near to death. On recovering, he gave up

all his possessions and decided henceforth to live in povert)f, tf’ do
good works, and to preach the gospel. He gathered a few disciples
around him and founded an order in which absolute poverty was
one of the rules. In a very short time, monasteries adhering to his
rule came into existence all over Europe. His followers travelled
about the countryside on foot, not only preachin; the go§pel, t.>ut
helping anywhere where help was needed, particularly in caring
for the sick and the poor. But they did not devote themselv.es
exclusively to this sort of life. They were alsgconcerned with
learning, and, as in time the rule was modl‘fled,. many more
people joined the order. Franciscans became unlver§|ty professors,
scientists, church officers. Roger Bacon, a pioneer in the study of
physical sciences, was a member of the order.
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IMPORTANT DATES
Migrations
Visigoths under Alaric capture Rome
Attila repulsed at Chalons
First year of Mohammedan calendar
Arab expansion. Arabs repulsed at Tours
Charles becomes king of all Franks (Charlemagne)
Charlemagne crowned by tae pope in Rome
(Holy Roman Empire)
Viking raids
Battle of Hastings, Norman conquest of England
Jerusalem taken by Turks
Crusades
Capture of Jerusalem by crusaders
Founding of first universities in Europe
Magna Carta. The barons in England have some
say in lawmaking
Swiss patriots swear perpetual alliance
with one another to gain freedom
Pope in Avignon
Beginning of the Hundred Years War, after which
England has no ties on the continent
The Black Death. So many people died that labor
became scarce, hence better conditions for workers
The Great Schism, rival popes.
Peasants' Revolt

FAMOUS MEN OF THE PERIOD
Alaric, leader of Visigoths who sacked Rome in 410
Atilla, leader of the Huns who invaded Europe in
the 5th century
Theodoric the Great, King of the Visigoths. The
legendary stories of Cietrich of Berne are founded on
his exploits
Clovis, first king of the Franks
St. Benedict, founded Benedictine monastic order
Columba, brought Christianity via lona to northera
England
Mohammed, founder of the religion known as Islam
Harun al Rashid, wealthy caliph and patron of
the arts—the stories of “A thousand and One
Nights” center around his court.
Charlemagne, emperor of the Holy Roman Empire and
lover of leaming
King Alfred of Wessex, repulsed the Danes, lover
of learning

c. 876 - 3¢3
912 -973

c. 938 - 996
c. 1070 - 1071

c. 1050 - 1115

?-1097

c. 1060 -1100
1090 - 1153

c. 1162 - 1227
1194 - 1250

c. 1182 - 1226

+ 1214 -1270
c. 1220 - 1292

c. 1254
1265 - 1321

c. 1307
1330 - 1384

c. 1342 - 1400

c. 1372 - 1415

TEACHING HISTORY: TIMELINE

Henry the Fowler, gave impetus towards the
founding of national states in Germany

Otto the Creat, gave impetus towards the
founding of national states in Germany

Hugh Capet, beginning of French nationalism
Activity of Hereward the Wake, Saxon rebel
against the Normans

Peter the Hermit, tsavelled Europe to arouse
interest in the Crusades

Wilter the Penniless, travelled Europe to arouse
interest in the Crusades

Godfrey of Bouillon, leader of the first crusade
Bemard of Clairvaux, famous churchman
Genghis Khan, leader of Mongolian invasions
Frederick I, king of Sicily, emperor, defied
the pope '
Francis of Assisi, rebelled against excesses in the
church, preached humility

St Louis, beginning of France as a nation
Roger Bacon, predicted airplanes, cars,
carried out scientific experiments

Marco Polo, journeyed to the Far East

Dante, described the soul's journey through
other worlds using his native language
William Tell, legendary hero of Switzerland
John Wycliffe, translated the Bible into Engllsh
and preached freedom of religion

Geoffrey Chaucer, composed in his native
tongue, father of English poetry

John Huss, spread Wycliffe's ideas in -
Bohemia, was burnt at the stake
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FROM THE RENAISSANCE TO THE SECOND WORLD WAR
INTRODUCTION

History from the ancient civilizations to the Middle Ages has been
dealt with in previous chapters. The present one continues the
theme, and its aim is to give an outline of the matter which should
be taught to children of thirteen and fourteen.

In teaching any subject, it is essential to bear in mind the

‘purpose of teaching. History is no exception. History is the story

of mankind. It seeks to show human development and present
capacities with a possible view to the future. Indeed, if people can
recognize the changes that have taken place in evolution, they
may learn what is required for the future. We have already
explained that the path of mankind is from direct spiritual
guidance and group consciousness to the material world and
individualism. in teaching history, therefore, the great epochs of .
civilization are described, and the development of humanity
figures in the picture all the time. In each epoch there is
something new and something definite. It is the survey of the
whole development which is important, not dates and kings.

The teacher has a formidable task. He must know his
material—preferably a few years in advance in order to digest it—
and, in class, concentrate on presenting it artistically. The author
has sad memories of his own time in school in the history lessons.
The pupils took it in turns to read a passage from a history book.
Then the books were closed, and the teacher read the text, leaving
out words or phrases which, in turn round the class, the pupils.
were asked to supply. It was not very inspiring.

Knowing his material and having digested it, the teacher has °
to-turn his thoughts to the time available, and consider the whole
of what he wants to present within the particular period. Perhaps
only one four-week period (with two hours every morning) will be
available each year in classes seven and eight. For each lesson, he
must then go through the particular matter in mind beforehand. .
Having done this, it is easy to be rigid, but as the mood of the
class varies, so the teacher has to be prepared to be flexible.
Above everything else, the presentation must be imaginative, with
plenty of biographies. Naturally, at the age of thirteen to fourteen,
children are able to absorb more than they could in earlier years,
but the teacher must not descend to “lecturing.” If he talks too
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long or 100 abstrusely, the class will get restless and bored. It is
essential and beneficial to spice the historical matter with
anecdotes, and even deviations. For instance, within the teaching
of history there may be geographical, artistic, literary or scientific
aspects, and these things are a necessity, in that a whole picture
“should be given. In particular, history and geography are often
interwoven. The travelled teacher, who can speak from personal
experience of climbing the great St. Bernard pass, or following the
pilgrim's route to Santiago, will have certain advantages. One
quite definite recommendation is to finish the lesson with some
sort of story illustraiive of folk psychology, or matters and ways.

" “Objectivity” is something which is sometimes considered
important in teaching. It has its place for certain ages and certain

subjects, but objectivity can result in a dry grinding-out of facts

which will bore the children, giving them cause later to recall the
-dullness of the lessons, and nothing of the content. Let the
teacher, therefore, not worry too much about objectivity. Let him
show a little spirit, enthusiasm, humor, and even generate a little
excitement, bearing in mind that it is the feeling which is the
bearer of memory. Let it also shine through his discourses that he
approves of what is good and abhors what is not; that he has great
sympathy for what is moral, and antipathy for its opposite. Some
feeling for morality will thereby be conveyed without sermonizing.
Let us remember that the personality of the teacher as a human
being is more effective than the material he presents.

There is a further important point in teaching history to young
adolescents. There is a change now in the capacity for
understanding. On the threshold of puberty, children need an
intelligent understanding of the material world. They need to be
able to begin to relate cause and effect since they are now coming
into possession of their own powers of perception and judgement.
Furthermore, a lively interest in the outer world may have a
counteracting effect against too great a preoccupation with sexual
matters.

For the most part, up to the age of twelve, single pictures will
haye been presented. In the teaching on plant study there will
have been a gentle introduction to cause and effect, but the time
is now ripe to show these matters in more detail, or even to
stimulate the children to make their own discoveries. The
connection of events, therefore, and the underlying impulses can
be mentioned even if, for the moment, they are rot studied in
great detail. Sometimes we have to recognize that outside,
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spiritual agencies are at work. For instance, we might recall how
Jehovah guided the Israelites; how fortunes in the Hundred Years
War wie turned through the “voices” heard by Joan of Arc.
History is brought closer to children if they have a concrete
picture ofRlime, in this case, generations. It is therefore
recommended to say something about events in father's day, in
grandfather's day, in his father's and grandfather's, and so to show
a continuum. Not so many generations are required to go back to
quite striking events in history, even to the time of the birth of
Christ. There is also here a prime example of cause and effect,
i.e., to any child, the fact that father met mother, and grandfather
met grandmother, etc., results in his being there. Another thing to
be remembered is that at the age of puberty, the child is
experiencing a tremendous expansion of consciousness. This
needs {p be nourished by extending knowledge in all directions.
We are dealing with history on the grand scale. If it is deemed
necessary, particularly interesting, or characteristic, national
history shoyld be interwoven as and where it belongs. Mention
should also be made of other peoples and cultures in the world—
Chinese, Japanese, Maori, Inca, etc., even if they are not part of
present studies. Unfortunately, time is limited. The four weeks
available in Class Seven and again in Class Eight are sufficient

_ only to give broad outlines. It is always possible to economize a

little by taking historical themes as practice material in the English
lessons, and using the geography and science periods to deal with
certain aspects.

In the main, Class Seven work should cover the European and
non-European relationships from the year 1400 to the beginning of
1700. This includes the discovery of the new world, and the new
natural scientific investigations. In Class Eight, history is brought
up o the present, showing in particular how the modem world
comes into existence in the 18th and 19th centuries. It must be
bome in mind that for the most part, we are concerned here with
descriptions and presentations of facts where some connections
with cause and effect are obvious, but that in Class Nine, the
history of the last few centuries is studied again with particular
attention to the inner historical motives.

It is useful from time to time to give a single picture which at
the same time is a comprehensive survey of a particular period.
Take; for example, a date like 1764, the time of the Industrial

- Revolution. What is happening in the rest of the world? North

America and India are coming under British domination. Prussia is
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bgggmlng a strong European power. The Seven Years War has just
ended. ‘Captain Cook is on his voyage of discovery. China and
Japan have their own cultures, and are as yet unknown to most of
::ne, rtlz'st ofdthe ;]vor‘lid. Russia is pushing eastwards. South Arerica

Sult under the domination of Spain aj
alodism spreads in England. P ”T e Portugal. Wesleyan
glance should also be taken at the great personalities alive

then: A random selection would include Voltaire, Wesley
Frankhn,_ Dr. ;ohnson, Rousseau, Frederick the Great, Kant Clive’
Coldsm.lth, Capt. Cook, Washington, Haydn, Ptiestly' Watt'
Galvani, Montgolfier Brothers, Volta, and still in th'e same;
century: Goethe, Mozart, Robespierre, Nelson, Wilberforce
D_anton, Schiller, Pitt, Napoleon, Beethoven. Another exampk;
might be the year 1483, the year in which-the following were
‘bom: Luther, Raphael, Cortes, Rabelais, R

VYe have said already that it is a great help in teaching History
to. chll'dre'nvto give them biographies. Particularly in these years
biographies of people who are representative of the new égé
shoqld be given, i.e., outstanding personalities who have had to
npke good from their own inner forces. One could think of those
who had tremendous difficulties to overcome, such as Joan of Arc
C ‘gmbus,_ Galileo, and such characters as Pizarro, and other
expiorers. Another example is Tycho Brahe, the astror'lomer who
v‘:at: an ac':ive choleric and became a patient observer. K:apler,
. elarsp::;n ;al-th and fortune, wrestled with planetary problems for

A similar process to that in teachin scientific subj
also be adopted with regard to history. lf must be reme,l:cb:resgot;::
the mind requires time for digestion. The facts, therefore, or
charaFteﬁzations, or descriptions of events or personalities sh<;uld
bgg;lven one day, and the matter broughi up'ag'ain' for
consudf:ration the next, after a night's sleep.

) It is not the object of this booklet to add to the multitude of
history books which already exist, but to point out the main
thefnes to be taken up with children at a particular age, i.e., those
whlch further their development and understanding il"l the' sense
already mentioned. In previous works, attention has been called to
the mythologies of the ancient civilizations as suitable material for
age"'gleven. As children become thinkers and materialists at the
ag_e_i_of twelve, Greece and Rome are dealt with. The chaos and
t ergence oi the new impulses in the Middle Ages
onds with the child's development at thirteen, and the

effects and results of the new thinking 1o the next phase. It must
be. borne in mind, however, that although history up to modern
times is dealt with at the end of the class teacher period, ‘i.e.,
when children reach the age of fourteen or fifteen, by no means is
a complete picture given or even attempted. There are still four
more years of schooling (we hope) when the whole course of
history will be reviewed in the light of the growing intellectual
powers of the adolescent, and it is to be hoped that the historical
connections and trends will then become much more clearly
understood. For this purpose, it is necessary that the pupils have a
store of knowledge on which to draw.

In the following chapters, lists will be found of outstanding
events and personalities. In some cases, there are also brief
biographical notes which will give the teacher a first glimpse of
the character concerned. The purpose of putting these events and
personalities into juxtaposition is to indicate how a more complete
picture of a period can be given. The lists are obviously lirSted,
and in some cases where data is given, and in particular for the:

- enactment of certain legislation, it will usually refer to events in

England. This applies after the year 1800, and is indicated in the
appropriate place. Legislation in other countries is probably very
similar, but comes perhaps in a different sequence. Teachers wi}}
no doubt amend the lists to their own satisfaction.

GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS ' ‘
We have said that history can only be understood in the light of
the changing consciousness of the human being. In the new age,
beginning in the 15th century, new powers came to humanity.
Europe was the stage, but the impulse was eventually carried to
the rest of the world.

The previous chapters have described the essentials of earlier
periods. They explained how the ancient civilizations were
directed by initiates, how the material world was of little
consequence, and how the sense of individuality was lacking.
There was a turning point in the Graeco-Roman times, with the
additional impact of Christianity. During the Middle Ages, the
church was the dominant factor. What had been revelation in
earlier times became dogma and belief, accepted by the mass of
the people whose minds were in a dream-like state.

With the dawn of the new.age, there is a change. There is a
development towards the consciousness of self as an individuality,
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a desire for self-responsibility, for independence. The clergy no
longer have a monopoly of learning. Tradition and accepted
authority are questioned. New political forms, monarchies,
develop. There is an awakening in the thought life, a growing
interest in the material world and in human experience. The outer
world takes on a new aspect. Horizons are there to be crossed
both in the geographical and the scientific sense. We could
summarize the three characteristic developments in human nature
as follows:

* The consciousness of seli—individualism

* The growth in the capacity of thinking

* Interest in the physical world

é

As society reflects human development, we see in the new age:

* Changes in authority, and particularly the

development of the “state”
* World exploration and scientific investigation
s The growth of materialism

We can differentiate three spheres of human activity, and we
note that interest in one or the other is predominant at a certain
time.

"‘F. 15th and 16th centuries  religion
* 17th and 18th centuries  politics
¢ 19th and 20th centuries economics

W_hile it is possible to make an analysis as above to clarify the
fm‘nd conceming motives and trends, all factors have to be taken
into consideration in following the developments. It must also be

{
clear that although we speak of Europe as a whole, the scene of ’

action shifts from time to time. We speak of the leading impulse,
but this does not manifest itself uniformly.

THE LEADING IMPULSE IN HUMAN DEVELOPMENT

Let us first look at human development. In the 14th/15th century,
the universalism established by the Catholic church dissolves.
Authority is questioned. The awakening mind questions the
relationship between man and God. The human being feels that it
is his right to understand, and understand thanks to his own

reasqning. Personalities appear such as Wycliffe, Huss, and
Ca,lvm, heralding the Reformation. In other spheres, too, sell-
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reliant individualities make their presence felt, e.g., the explorers

-and the natural scientists. :

The positive result of individualism was to break up tradition,
strangleholds, religious domination, and to make discoveries.
There is, however, a negative side. The human being wishes to

feel his value as an individual, but unless he is highly developed

in the moral sense, the desire becomes manifest as egoism. We
thus see clashes between individuals. Symptomatic are the
political struggles for power over aimost the whole of Europe in

the 15th and 17th centuries which were really a clash of

personalities. .

Coupled with individualism is the change in the type of
thinking. Whereas in the Greek sense thinking was divine
inspiration, the new thinking becomes intellectual, leading to
rationalism and finally to a mechanistic view of life where thinking
itself is considered a sort of mechanical process; hence, the idea
that man and the world are explicable from the physical point of

intellectual thinking establishes clarity in certain respects, it lacks
life and will.

view, to the exclusion of the supersensible. Although then:

The third factor in man's development in this period is his

interest in the physical world. Roger Bacon and the birth of natural
science in the 13th century were mentioned in a previous chapter.
Following in his footsteps, European man in the new age wishes to
understand the natural world through his reasoning faculties. On
the path to understanding he makes discoveries. He reaches out to

" the four quarters of the globe; he investigates nature; he brings his

mind to bear on his discoveries and invents such things as printing
and gunpowder. In the 18th century, colonization takes place,
and the machine age develops.

‘ Thinking power attuned to the physical world produces
materialism. Spiritual insight has been lost; the physical world
becomes the “real” world, therefore wealth and goods are the
things that matter. Egoism in the material world means the

. acquisition of wealth and goods for selfish purposes. The human

being is judged by what he possesses, and by his station in life.

_ This has enormous repercussions in the social sphere. Morality is

the victim. :

.. These three characteristics are of course to be found in all

fields of human enterprise, and for history to be taught
compreliensively, they must also be included, not necessarily in
the history lessons, but at least coordinated with them. For the
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mﬁ_@m, they are subjects for study .in the Upper School, but at

least “indications tould be given in these classes. One could

mention the changing forms of architecture, the themes in the
paiitings of the great masters from the madonnas to the
idlits obviously depicted in literature.

e

¢

THE LEADING IMPULSE IN SOCIETY

We could now consider how these changes in humar nature
manifest themselves in society and in the world in general. The
three features—individualism, rationalism, materialism—provide
the basis for the modem “state” and since the state is such an
outstanding characteristic of the modern age, the teacher should
study its development, although it is early as yet to’ give all the
explanations to the children. (“State” here is used in its general
sense of an organized political community with a government
recognized by the people. In England, we usually talk about “the

government.”)

Historically, the development towards individualism does not
show itself in all the social strata at the same time. It appears first
in"the dukes, princes, the oligarchy of the Renaissance period. In
th&Hext centuries, the impulse sinks to the bourgeoisie, as
instanced in the French Revolution, and in the 19th, to the
proletariat—Marxism. There would always seem to be, however,
egoists who succeed in establishing themselves.in seats of power,
and force their will upon others. As far as the mass of people are
concerned, one master is exchanged for another, and the
problems of community relationships remain. :

In the kingdoms and dukedoms of the Renaissance period,
particularly in those countries which had experienced the full
power of Rome, e.g., ltaly and Francé, the prince, duke, or count
is the absolute ruler. He is unlike the priests or kings of earlier
times who were divinely inspired and free of personal feeling. The
law is now what the ruler wills, and that is governed by his
personal feelings and ambitions. Hostility and animosity are
inevitable. A - '

There has to be a centralized administration through officials
‘whose function it is to carry out the sovereign's wishes. He needs

 armiy. Soldiers and officials have to be paid, hence taxes must
. Taxes can only come from material wealth, so the _
y ‘bécomes important, and in order to divert a substantial

a8

expressions of individuality in Rembrandt. The changing nature of '

FROM THE RENAISSANCE: INTRODUCTION

share into his own pocket, the r::er musfi ;o:f\lt::; z’hfegez;coc:jnso.a'r:‘y‘i
i onom ing a _ ‘
zlr‘\l/?éelsn?:)eragtgk:::,oi: is vuszd for political ends. With mn:e);,l
armies can be hired. Whoever has _:::e most mon?‘;s h?::;; ost
i oldiers. The economy - ,
i?;;'p;\r:e ?t:ea's‘:nt\l;eti:':,t tshe materialistic outlook gngende:rs a
feel.ing for territory and territorial rights. Thei ':;nner (l:;c':mes
important. Nationalism is fostered—a sort of collective ?t?es fel.t e
In the Middle Ages, the various European communit o e
common bond of Christianity. N9w, the Qrivate egzusm ¢ .-idea
aristocracy extends to become natuonaﬂl egoism. T:me omra. ':'The
of “divide and rule” becomes the “balance o p?we . o
common people at this stage are in a state of somno ence. Tl y
are the hewers of wood and the drawers of wate'r, 3]1:; Fl:el:c;:
ition which erupts violently, as, for instance, in en
f{(;:cci)llttl::‘;n. (An interesting idea might.be to c-iescnb'ef‘ a f;on;n:;
which, for the most part, is some‘thmg quite arti :c:nad.d_enl ,
landscape, climate, natural surroundings, etc., do not su y
Chansgi?\ge independent thought can be a dar.\ger to t?e stta]te, ;:s
leaders find it essential to control the spiritual life ic gracné
education, etc.). Thus, that whid.l'should be ;mc->st re;, nd
independent becomes subject to pohncalleconomlcf |nte;esn;> For
instance, education in the new age becomes free :}:3 ? the
domination of the church, but it acquires a new maste;re,d i“mate;
Bureaucracy and materialism replace the dwunely-gunh .rtain
of earlier civilizations. The government or state ashc;adoes
functions, but when it transcends these and takes qver?\;«/ \a docs
not belong to it, what is the effect on the human bemgb t is afee|§
too prevalent modern phenomenorr—_th.e human | eing fecls
stifled. Worse than this is the fact that individual mor;x consc;l nee
is replaced by law (state injunction). The la)~ lays :w? vllin I
right, but right in this sense is often -expeduency. Tlffe .eenceg“ed
“right” as something belongir;g to the inner moral self is ca
i the law proclaims. -
" fa%ﬁ; (:xfl;;vn':tte aim of ‘t)he state is to rationalize society, ti-lat |sh ;os
say, it will be ordered and arranged by th<?se whose egmsrc‘l‘l) 28
made them masters. The mass of human bglngs becomes a ¢ f,m\
the machinery of state, directed from osxtsnde. ft-mhert:nre,ind "
the emphasis on material welfare, and its provision, e r;:j nd s
dulled. The paradise created by :the state is of this w;»r y the
world of matter. Materialism in the form of technology
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produced the most sophisticated machines. Cleverness is, so to
speak, built into the machine so that those using it need less. With
the advent of radio and television, etc., the human being becomes
an onlooker instead of a participant, and undoubtedly certain
forces atrophy. One is reminded of Rome's “bread and circuses.”

" 'Although perhaps expressed somewhat crassly, the above
description shows the tendency of all modern states. There are
variations according to the nature of the people. “Big brother
knows best” is the modem idiom. The ordinary person feels that
there is something lacking in the form of the state. The impulses of
the new age are within him too, but perhaps.dormant, or
momentarily crushed by forces stronger than himself. No wonder
there is unrest and revolution.

" The historical development of the state is perhaps best shown
by giving a mixture of biographies and events. In sequence, one
could deal with Machiavelli, Louis X! and Louis XIV of France,
Fredesick Il of Prussia, Oliver Cromwell and the English Civil War,
European struggles, World Wars, the Spanish Civil War, the Third
Reich, and modern developments the world over. In the time

sequence, the state is really established as an independent -

colossus with the advent of Prussia. From this time onwards, one
can rightly speak of the “machinery” of state.

To lapse for a moment into the field of philosophy, we might
put the question as to whether human development and that of the
state as outlined above were inevitable. One might speculate on
what might have been, had other impulses caused historical
events to move in other directions. This ties up with the oft-
repeated question as to whether there is real progress in the world.
The answer depends on what is meant by progress.. In the
understanding of history here, progress is the development of the
human being, but when something positive evolves, there is also a
negative aspect. The possibility of spiritual agencies having some
effect was mentioned in the introduction. We have to recognize
‘that these are not necessarily positive. There are also negative
forces at work in the world. In the old theology, Satan was always
recognized as being at work, as well as the angels. So human
development also has negative aspects, and as we have shown,
we can trace the development of modern society to a great extent
to these. ‘

" The impulse towards individualism, without tl.\e
accompanying moral development, becomes egoism. An egoist
will naturally distrust his fellow men on the principle of judging by
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his own standards. Distrust, however, is no foundation for human
relationships. One of the problems of the 20th century is how the
individual can fit into the community. The thinking power which
can offer so many explanations of so many different things has not

) yet succeeded in establishing a just world-order or in satisfying the

inner needs of the human soul.

The preoccupation with the material world has produced the
affluent society in the so-called advanced nations, but this
material paradise is proving an illusion. With the advent of the
machine age, man has a problem to free himself from the
monsters he has created, as well as from government domination.
If we pursue the question as to what might have been, we do not
have far to go. Christianity has been in the world for nearly two
thousand years. The essence of its teaching is contained in a few
chapters of St. Matthew, known as the “Sermon on the Mount.” (it
is hoped that these things are being studied in the religion
lessons.) What was the Christian message? It was not “an eye for
and eye and a tooth for a tooth,” but “love thy neighbor.” 1t did'
not have the negative aspect of the Ten Commandments of the
Old Testament, but advocated an inner purification and
development. It recommended first a seeking of the kingdom of
God, i.e., spiritual enlightenment. The Romans laid down the
law, and their legacy is still with us. Perhaps one day it will be
superseded by Christian love. The path of progress must be from
law to moral imagination, i.e., domg the right thing because it is
recognized as right.

A further thought might be added here. Those developments
which appear negative need .not be looked upon as ultimately so.
Mankind, like the single human being, leams through adversity.
Egoism separates individuals, but social life demands

-establishment of mutual interests, so egoism must be overcome.

Materialism promotes objective thinking, which, having
penetrated the depths, may tum to the heights and contemplation

_of the spiritual.

- With regard to world exploration it is obvious in teaching,

__hustory that some time must be devoted to studies of the great
geographical discoveries. The voyages to America, the opening up:
of the sea routes to India and the circumnavigation of the world

are all fascinating stories of human endeavor illustrating the spirit
of-the time. The colonization of vast areas by the Europeans is
another chapter, but let it not be overlooked that the native
peoples may have looked ‘on these events with a somewhat




- information already given.

)

different eye. In our o nan i i i
eart!p, fmder thg oceans:” :n: gi:;o‘:;:c: .DfOblns ‘ur-'t-""er’ .'n't(‘) the
Scientific investigation has also to be considered; Possibly its
N great scientists will be dealt with
then at least reference must be
sons, and to the way in which
ons have changed the world. The

made 1o them in the history les
scientific discoveries and inventi
growth of materialism has been
world and the exploitation of

d nat ¢ i
o o ural_resources. (There is the

good mon:al lessons here.) The results of our
are obvious on every hand, including the

materialistic cuiture
thought processes.

If we consider the whole
can observe changes in attity

: h!n the 19th century, man begins to transform the. outer world
Y his inventions. The Preoccupation is with economics. We seem
to have reached an impasse .

‘ in all spheres in the 20th centu

the g"eneral chaqs must be the herald of some new developnz.'n:nd
" hmust be made clear that a great deal of what is contained in
! n; t;o apter is not material for history lessons at the age of thirteen
od urteen.. it may, however, provide food for thought for the
te3 C e;;eand give hima guiding line. At the same time, the teacher

flght reminded that the children should be given vivid pict
of events and personali d cause

ties with suggestions of bac round '
and effect, so that they follow the theme later oc':s the ba:iasucss

It is of tremendous peda
adolescent shall have these p
exemon-of his own powers -
emented by the teacher) |

gogical significance that the
ictures in his soul, and by the
of perception. and judgement .
eam to link them together in the

due to the interest in. the physical

subsequent history lessons in the school. The problem for the
teacher is, out of all the abundance of material -available, what
shall he present? The following are suggestions.

CLASS WORK
Since some time will have elapsed since the last history period, a
little general revision might be necessary. Then certain events from
_preceding lessons could be picked out to show relationships with
modern events. For instance, the Roman influence is still very
much with us in the form of officials, administration, law, the
structure of the church. Topical today is the idea of an “arimed
peace.” This is a Roman concept. War was the natural
relationship of the Romans to other people. their attitude is
expressed in the phrase, “If you want peace, prepére for war.”-
Excursions into language are useful. Such words as
philosophy, anthropology, democracy, telephone, are Greek in
origin. Jurisdiction, imperial, testimony, comm;jnism, are from-
Latin. Scientific language, e.g, that used for classifications, isialso
Latin. We have some words from Arabic, such:as algebra, ‘and
tariff. In England most of the place names owe their origin to’past
invaders. Names ending in -cester (camp) are Roman. Those in
-ham, -ton, -stead, -ley, (different types of settlements) are Anglo-
Saxon. Those in -thorpe or -by (village or town) are Scandinavian.
A few instances could be recalled which show cause’and
effect, as, for instance, the fact that Godfrey of Bouillon undertook
a crusade to found a Christian center in Jerusalem indépendent of
Rome. He did not succeed, but the result of the Crusades was-very
far-reaching in other respects. As another example, it was not only
pressure from the Huns in the East which caused the Teutonic
tribes to move into Western Europe, but also their desire for
Roman wealth. The' result was a new Europe. A third example is
the Mohammedan invasions. They were inspired religious
campaigns which failed in their objective, but the result was a
great spread of academic learning, particularly in numbers and
‘science. Other instances which could be cited include the origin -
‘of towns in the Middle Ages due to economic reasons, and of
course, the changes brought about by the greatest event of all
time, the advent of Christianity. o
It might also be interesting to speak about the actual changing
of the landscape. England provides a good example. Originally, it
was a land of swamps and forests. The Romans changed some of
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it, and introduced cultivation, but it was the Anglo-Saxons who
really transformed it into the pleasant land of fields and woods.
The present masters are fast changing it into a concrete jungle. On
the continent of Europe, the commercial use of the Rhine has
changed whole stretches of the landscape,.and has brought
problems of control. Simpilarly, one might look at the effect on the
actual land of later migrations (colonization) in various parts of the
world, e.g.: America, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa. The
material relevant to Classes Seven and Eight, with its various
subsections and including biographies, can then be given in
chronological order:

¢ The Renaissance
¢ The Age of Rationalism, or Age of Reason
* The 19th and 20th Centuries

F*Od K KR

THE RENAISSANCE

The Renaissance is the name given to that period of European
history when new impulses begin to become manifest. The word
means rebirth, and it refers to a revival of learning, but at the same
time, it includes a desire of the European mind to establish a new
relationship with the world as the former medieval picture fades.

The term is usually ascribed to the 16th century, but like all
such movements, there is a preparation and a continuation. There
were already signs of a change in the 13th century, and although
an impulse loses its initial impetus, the results are felt for a long
time afterwards. Once launched, the movement fed on itself. New
ideas bred new ideas, literature disseminated information, new
discoveries in science led to new discoveries. The geographical
explorations brought a new outlook—the world was indeed round,
and many things existed of whose existence the European had
been unaware, e.g., other lands, animals, plants, manners,
customs, materials. Columbus had even brought two natives back
to Sg.3in to be baptized in the Christian faith.

There is a tremendous scope here for stimulating the
imagination of the children. What impact would it have had on
people’s minds to learn of immense new lands, of the existence of
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an animal such as the bison, of strange people inhaling smcke
from a burning plani? And what would Columbus two natives
‘think of their experience?

The Renaissance covers a period of some two hundred years,
from approximately the year 1400 to a little beyond 1600. A date
of some significance in this context is 1453, when Constantinople
was captured by the Turks, and a general flight of scholars, artists,
poets, and philosophers took place. They brought with them to
Europe Greek manuscripts and treasures, and many settled in Italy.
The literature was translated into other European languages, and
served as a great stimulus to the newly awakening European
minds. In itself, however, these events were not the cause of the
Renaissance. This was due much more to a fundamentdl change

. in the mind of the human being.

In considering the Renaissance, one is inclined to think in the
first place of ltaly and the artists who lived there, but this is only a
part of a development which was taking place over the whole of

.Europe. The change was one of attitude. The medieval world was
_.coming to an end. The mind was becoming attuned to the world

in a different way, as we have described earlier. It becomes

~ evident in all walks of life. Above all, in dealing with this period it

is perhaps necessary to stress that it was the exercise of individual
will which underlay the major changes. Developments might be
cons«dered under the following headings:

Art - Politics Social Life
Literature Science The Discoveries
Commerce Religion (The Reformation)

There are many ways “of intreducing the period, but perhaps
one of the best is to give a biography of a character like Leonardo.

da Vinci, since he combines within himself so many of the
impulses which were later tc develop generally. Leonardo was

- striving for a conscious perception of nature through sense-
_ perception and thought. He wanted to understand the forces of

nature in human life. One could almost say that he is an epitome
of the Renaissance. If his life story can be given in depth, so much
the better; -if not, the following are the salient points. (Readers

" may find Mereschkowska s book, The Forerunner, useful.)

.. Leonardo was born in ltaly in 1452, and died in 1519. He is
well known as a painter (“The Last'Supper,” “Madonna,” etc.), but
he’ was much more than that. He was a sculptor, architect,
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Forpses. To improve his diaw
Interesting faces and made ‘ske
pa'n_fi{_tﬁpg of‘the Last Supper was -conisid
one@?‘ef his pupils becausé"’-p‘f the perspectivé—Leohardo is
consuder.ed' the fathfar of perspective. He learned somethin of
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ing, he followed pésple with
tches of their expressions. His

ered a work of science by

He observed shells of sea creatﬂres-in'ﬂlé.:ﬁiountains, and so made
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The Forerunner is a pt title, a:
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ART .
The paintings, sculpture, and-architecture o
well known, and are not dealt with here,
lessons,-reference should be made o them.

f the Renaissance are
although in-the class

LITERATURE S . ;

In the Middle Ages, churchmen were the scholars and Latin was
the medium of communication. In the new age, ;people outside
the church began to write, and the language they used was that of

. the ordinary people. Translations from the Greek were made, and
‘great interest was shown in the works of Plato and Aristotle. The

Bible was translated into the vernacular, and with :the invention of
printing, it became available to a much wider circle. Luthier's
translation of the Bible was even instrumental in creating a
national language. There was also a considerable amount of
original work. We can say that European literature only really
begins in the 15th century, and its growth was undoubtedly bound
up with the invention of the printing press. Even a newspaper was
published (in Augsburg, 1505), but it was not until much later that
publications of that sort became popular. It should be pointed out
that still only relatively few people could read, .and by present
standards, the production of books was minimal, yet it is
estimated that by the year 1500 the presses of Europe had
produced some 6 million books. Formerly, monasteries had been
the seats of learning where libraries were to be found. Now ‘the
universities, as well as the civic or princely authorities, began to
establish their own.

In the 14th century, Dante and Petrarch had paved the way of
European literature. There followed many writers and men of
letters: Froissart, Chaucer, Villon, Lorenzo de' Medici, Erasinus,
Dean Colet, Sir Thomas More, Rabelais, Cervantes, Hakluyt.
Books appeared on science, travel, and other subjects, besides
belles-lettres. They characterized the experience of the ordinary
man in contrast to former tracts of a religious nature. Most
countries of Europe were represented. :

. The Frenchman Froissart described contemporary events and
life in his Chronicles. Villon, a somewhat disreputable compatriot,
wrote lyric poems with a touch of irony. Chaucer, in England,
described human characteristics of the people of his day. The
Italian, Lorenzo de' Medici, was a great politician and lover of the
arts. His poetry was written in the Tuscan dialect which eventually
became what we now know as the ltalian language. He deserves
fame on another score. Lorenzo took into his household a
promising young man, later to be recognized as one of the world's
greatest artists, Michelangelo. Erasmus, one of the greatest
scholars of all time, was born in Rotterdam in the same year as
Dean Colet of England. Colet was a great preacher, if not a
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prolific writer. He was a famous churchman and founded St.
Paul's Grammar School. Erasmus was his friend. Another friend of
Erasmus was Sir Thomas More, who wrote of an imaginary ideal
state, Utopia. In Germany, Luther was a great literary figure. His
contemporary, Hans Sachs, supplied a lighter element. The latter
was a prolific writer in all styles of composition, but in particular,
his robust farces portrayed human nature with great good humor.
The French writer Rabelais and the Spaniard Cervantes deserve
special mention. Like Hans Sachs, they had the ability to observe
and make fun of the foibles of mankind. Hakluyt, an Englishman,
wrote an account of the adventures of English seamen. In England,
the period culminated in the Elizabethan Age with the great
literary giants: Spenser, Jonson, Marlowe, Shakespeare. In the
field of philosophy, Francis Bacon produced his empiric outlook
on the world.

Many of the above have interesting lives, but the field is far
too wide to include more than a fraction of what is available.
Perhaps Erasmus is the most significant. Part of his life story is
contained in the book by Charles Reade, The Cloister and the
Hearth.

ERASMUS

Erasmus was born in Rotterdam in the year 1467, and as a boy he
had a passion for study. He read any book he could find and
wrote poetry and essays. After the death of his parents, his
guardians compelled him to enter a monastery, which did not suit
him. He escaped to Paris and studied theology. He spent some
time in England as professor of Greek at Oxford. He stood in great
favor with Henry VIl and became friends with the Lord
Chancellor, Sir Thomas More, himself a man of learning. He dned
in Basel, Switzerland in 1536.

In his writings Erasmus attacked prevalent superstitions and
the excesses of the clergy. It was his wish that all could and
should read the Bible, and he transldted the New Testament from
Greek into English. He wanted people to learn that Christianity
was something different from what the church of the day
represented. An old saying about him is that he laid the egg which
Luther hatched. All Europe admired his wisdom and his learning.
He expressed the opinion that learning was not only valuable in
itself, but that it provided a training and a freeing of the mind. He
proclaimed that love, peace, and simplicity are the aims of a good
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Christiar, and that Christ shculd be taken as the model. His most
famous book defends the foibles of everyday life, attacks the
follies of society's leaders, and ends in praise of the Gospel. He
thought that education would be the means of bringing
understanding to people, and that they would respond to it.

¢

POLITICS

The political developments are extremely complicated and one

runs the risk of giving the children indigestion if too much is
presented. However, a picture can be given in broad outline,
perhaps making maps by way of a change, and a great deal of the
substance can be woven into biographies. The Renaissance sees
the continuation of the struggle to throw off feudalism and the
desire to form new alliances and states. The “nation” appears as
an entity with a centralized monarchy. Very significant in the story
of nationalism is the Hundred Years' War.

At the beginning of the 15th century, one could hardly speak
of England and France as having separate identities. France itself
was not the country we know today. The King of France ruled
only the central and southern parts of what is modern French
territory. To the east was Burgundy, nominally a French vassal,
while the greater part of the north and a part of the southwest
were under the English crown. Henry V of England, crowned in
1413, even claimed the French throne. He formed an alliance
with the. Duke of Burgundy to press his claim. Earlier kings of
England had claimed the French throne, or parts of France, and
the struggle had been taking place over a long period. It ended in
1453, after the intervention of Joan of Arc. England was separated
from the continent to pursue its own particular mission.

Immediately after the Hundred Years' War there was a
struggle in England for the throne. 1t is known as the War of the
Roses, and it illustrates a clash of personalities. The House of
Lancaster, whose emblem was the red rose, struggled for

_-possession of the English throne with the House of York, of the

white rose. The war ended in 1485 with a victory for Henry
Tudor, who married Elizabeth of York, thus uniting the two

_houses. He became king as Henry VII. With his accession a long
- period of uncertainty ended, the feudal nobility disappeared along

with medieval England. Henry built up a strong administration,

‘kept order, provided security, encouraged private enterprise,

particularly that connected with the sea. He died in 1519, In
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France, something similar was taking place. Louis Xl united the
feudal provinces into one kingdom. .

Further south in Spain were the two rival kingdoms of Aragon
and Castile. When Ferdinand of Aragon married Isabella of
Castile, these two kingdoms were united. In southern Spain,
however, there was still the powerful kingdom of Granada, ruled
 by.the moors. Ferdinand and Isabella succeeded in driving them
out, making Spain a united nation, soon to become the foremost
:country in Europe.

Gemmany and italy were still feudal states. In the latter case,
they were small communes and continually rivals. A man may
have felt himself an individual, but he was also conscious of the
individuality of his state. Milan, Venice, Florence, are some of the
better known states. By continually shifting allegiances, they all
sought to hold the balance of power. '

Central Europe and Germany for the most part were
collections of feudal states owing nominal allegiance to the
Emperor Charles V. The empire was what was left of
Charlemagne's domain, and consisted at this time of the German
states, Spain, the Netherlands, Burgundy, Milan, Sicily, Austria,

" Hungary, and the Spanish possessions in South America. By the

tiifie: of Charles' death in 1558 the Holy Roman Empire had not
eritirely disintegrated, but it was moribund. - '

From the east was the ever-present threat from the Turks, who

by 1529 had advanced almost to Vienna, a fact which continually
worried the emperor. Charles V tried to unite his possessions into
a centrally governed empire obedient to the Catholic faith, but the
reformation movement was too strong. Tired and disillusioned by
the endless bickerings, he abdicated in 1522, leaving Spain and
ithe Netherlands to his son Philip, who had married the daughter
of Ferdinand and Isabella. His rights in Germany he made over to
his brother Ferdinand. Trouble soon developed in the Netherlands
where there was a desire to be independent both in matters of
religion and state. '

The people of the Netherlands, or the Dutch, as we now
know them, have lived in constant struggle with the sea since time
immemorial. A great deal of their land had been reclaimed from
the sea, and maybe this etemal struggle has had something % do
with their character. They do not take kindly to foreign
domination. When Charles V abdicated, a German prince,
William of Orange, was left 10 rule the northern provinces of the
erlands, namely Holland, Zealand, Utrecht, and Friesland.

EOUTICS

When ke discovered Philip's plan to introduce the Inqitisition; he

organized a resistance. It was very difficult to bfeffec_ti'\/e on'l?nd,
but groups of sailors were formed called the Sgg-Beggars, ;agd
they harassed the Spaniards from lu? sea. They were: supportegi Yy
the English, and these provinces gained independence. Today we:
know them as Holland. T
The southern states remained under Spanish domination for a
while longer, but became the present Belgium eventually. Among
the moving stories in connection with the_se evgnts are those of the
Counts Egmont and Horn, and also the siege of Le)fden, w_h(‘an the
dykes were opened and the land flooded so t!naft ships couldreach
the beseiged city. (See also the chapter on religion.) )
France, Spain and England had now become un‘vlted
kingdoms. The first two became rivals for power on the continent
while England waited on the sidelines. Henry Vil contmufed to
work in the same direction as his father, Henry VIl. He built up
the Navy, founded the government department !xnown“as' ti?e
Admiralty, and created Trinity House, both qf which are still in
existence. By the time of Elizabeth |, who rqungd from 1558 to
1603, it was Spain and England who were the rivajls.‘ B
Religious and political motives were becoming confq_sed. :
Spain, under Philip Il, was amassing great wealth from thggnew
world and was the foremost Catholic country in Europe. En§land
had a growing navy, no overseas possessions, and was Prote_s{ant.
Philip sought an alliance with England by the offer of. marriage
with.Elizab-eth, but this was refused. The Pope apd Spain tr|§d t(,),
close the seas to English shipping. The English “sea-dogs,
however, who were little more than pirates encouraged by t.he
queen, attacked the Spanish treasure ships and raided Spanlsh
settlements. Eventually in 1588, the “Great Armada." se.t sail from
Spain, bent on an invasion of England. By a combination of bad
weather and superb British seamanship it failed, and out of 1’30
ships which had sailed only 53 returned. Frorr? then: on E.ngl'lsh
sea-power grew, leading eventually to the establishment of trading
stations and colonies overseas. _ o
One obvious biography in connection with political
developments is that of Joan of Arc. Hers is an amazing story, and
it provides a favorite theme for teachers whgn the}y warttg
produce a play. Joan of Arc was born in the smal_l’grll{ggéj_?? 2
Donwemy in eastern France in 1412, and at the age gfg;{iéive, shg7,
claimed to hear the voices of saints speaking‘ on :);hg)l ‘f?ff tG;i) x
She was to deliver France from the Eﬁgllsll. Ridicu a;g. Ti’lp“‘%/




made her way to the Dauphin, who placed her in command of the
French army, which she then led to victory. The English were
expelled from France. The Dauphin was crowned at Rheims in her
presence. Soon afterwards she fell into the hands of the Enghsh
and in 1431, she was burnt at the stake as a witch.

Machlavelh, an ltalian whose name has given us the word
“machiavellian” meaning an -inscrupulous schemer, is a figure to
be studied in connection with the intrigues of politics. He was a
statesman whose idea was that any means may be justified by the
end. He wrote a book in which he advocated unscrupulous
statecraft. In this book, The Prince, Machiavelli writes as follows:

The prince should be an-absolute ruler, goveming the people for
their own good and taking the best of everything as his own reward.
He should be strong, forceful, and quick in decision, for such
qualities .are needed in a monarch. He must put down rebellions
with every weapon he can use. Under such circumstances, it is not
wrong for him to be cunning, treacherous, cruel, and merciless, for
such qualities, which are vices in the ordinary man, are vmues in
him.

Henry VIl and Henry VI of England are worth further étudy if
possible, and a picture of the Emperor Charles V might be given.

SOCIAL LIFE

Following the Crusades a higher standard of living was established
in Europe, at least by those who could afford it. The rich began to
live in homes rather than fortresses. Gardens were attached. With
the formation of the kingdom as a larger unit, general laws were
established. There was greater security and easier communication
between the different parts of the country. '

In the 15th and 16th centuries there was an upsurge in
population. Growing numbers of people demanded food and
services. In the year 1400 there had existed wandering groups of
actors, but by the 16th century, there were established theatres. As
feudalism ended, labor became more independent. There was a
shift in agriculture from the self-sufficiency of the medieval village
to the growing of commercial crops, e.g. wool and grain. In
England, men were thrown out of work by the change in
agriculture to sheep farming. Many were destitute and Parliament
passed its first poor law (1601), creating the “workhouse.”

_ Towards the end of the 16th century, such items as spoons,
forks, napkins, and handkerchiefs were still luxuries. Pewter ware,

62

-THE DISCOVERIES

\

DJS&QX.EBI.ES.

glass, feather-beds and chume/s were’ intmduced New ‘oods _

such as potatoes and cocoa came from abroadluew mining and
metal-working techniques weré found: The wars demanded

increased production of cloth, armor, weapons; ships. There were -
central money markets, and capital became available for .

investment. The Mediterranean had already 10st its predominance.
Now, important centers developed at Lisbon; Seville, London,
Augsburg, Lyons, Antwerp. The last named doubled its population
between 1450 and 1500, and doubled agam by f560 (See also
the chapter on commerce.) -

The new impulse becomes very obvious-in’ thie-desire of man to
find out what lies beyond the seas. The existence of a far eastern
civilization had been known to the Europeans since a certain
Venetian, Marco Polo, had visited the Mongol court in 1272 and
made a record of his travels. An overland route to India was
known, and for a time Asia and Europe had enjoyed mutual trade.

in addition to these known facts; there existed also stories of
legendary characters of fabulous wealth and virtue, of which
Prester John is perhaps the best known. Fact and fiction stimulated
the desire for further exploration. The mariner's compass had now
been invented, making navigation easier, and the Portuguese and
Spaniards were slowly pushing out westward into the Atlantic.
Marco Polo's book fell into- the hands of an~aspiring sailor,
Christopher Columbus by name, and he conceived the idea of

sailing west to reach the East. The result is common knowledge.

The first great voyage of discovery was made by Bartholomew
Diaz, who rounded the Cape of Good Hope in 1487. Columbus
reached the West Indies in 1492. Vasco da .Gama found the sea
route to India in 1498. Amerigo Vespucci- discovered the great
land mass of the American continent in 1501/03, hence its name.

" Balboa, in 1513, was the first European {0 see therPacrﬁc Ocean.

Magellan's ship saled round the world in the years 1519/1521.
(Magellan was slain duiring the journey -in-a fight with the natives

in the Philippines.) Hudson sailed for. the™ Dutch “He founded a
colony at the mouth of a river which’ perpetuates ‘his name, and"

which was called New Amsterdam. Now no longer a colony, it
has become New York. -

Among other matters, of interest are the search fo,
northwest passage, the French settlements along the St. La




. River, the founding of Virginia. There is a very touching story
about one of the early -colonists,” Captain_john Smith, whose life
was saved by an Indian girl, Pocahontas. She eventually became a
Christian, mairied .an Englishman, and came to England where she
was presentedat the court of King James. -
+# The stories of the great discoveries are well-documented, and
the:children will read these with interest by themselves. The

subject lends. itself well to map-making and project work. The

discoveries are of course intimately: bound up with the lives cf the
discoverers themselves;—so that these events and biographies are
-almost the same thing. Explorers of the period include John Cabot,
Cartier, Champlain, Frobisher, Davis, Drake, and Raleigh. One

- character not mentioned so far is the Portuguese prince known as

Henry the Navigator. He was the pioneer in exploration and

. organized journeys for the purpose of discovery, not like those

who came later, for exploitation. Altholigh of royal blood, he gave
up his title in order to follow his self-appointed task. He set up a
school of instruction in sciences connected with navigation, not
sailing himself, but organizing. One of his expeditions discovered
Madeira, another the Azores, and his sailors gradually penetrated
down the west coast of Africa. ' '

COMMERCE . ‘

Following naturally in the wake of the explorers came a great
increase in trade. The land routes across Europe and Asia, and the
sea routes across the Mediterranean became less important, and .
the center of trade shifted to the Atlantic. Thus, ports like Venice
and Genoa, and transit cities such as Ghent and Bruges lost their
importance and those .on the western seaboard grew. The
economic boom of the 16th century stimulated trade.

When the Spaniards found the new world, they plundered it
of its gold. The " English plundered the Spaniards—if that can ‘be
called commerce. There was immense rivalry in which religion
also played a part: Drake sailed around the world (1577-1580)}—a
great feat in itself, but the prime objective was to plunder. He
came home loaded with treasuré. ' :

New matefials and new foodstuffs were introduced to Europe.

~ Potatoes and cocoa were among the first. Coffee and tobacco

were other imports. Spices and-pearls were brought from the east.
Ingdd ),-a Flemish-fisherman, Beukels by name, had found a new
f:salting or “curing” herrings, so that they could be packed

COMMERCE AND SCIENCE

in barsels -dispatched to inland cities, or-be ex’p_ou:ted; His
ma::m:::n:fh:tb:::s?om\ed, is contained in the ﬁnghsh ;wou:d
?pickiing,' By 1580, the first chocolate fa.cto(yb};:gj ;;pem:‘ lgrn
Spain). Flax was brou%ht fro,;n Eg?'pt, ?rl;:! Igz?d‘ i?, paxwlar.
Cotton was brought from America. tch, far,
i ing. The wool trade was extensive.
?I::\l;: \t:/]:a:er:s ot:e?alx(:-\'z::';;nius. The art of dyeing was alre-al;i‘z
known, using plant extractfs, l:’ut afnewl::ju:l r:a\;ebzf:nmfn 3;:;;'6,3
through the introduction of a dye from f indigofera
indigo. A red dye was impo _
ﬂi::z;.‘hlin;zst:fa;: ff‘::m thf insect cochineal, whose grubs are
founso(:;cafzui::?;‘z reasons, settlements of Euro'peans were
made in 'the new lands—Portuguese, Spanish, Englfxsh,;(:gn(t::é
Dutch. in 1599, the British East Indi.a Com;?any was foun t(,) he
beginning of England's contact with Indle.x.r ’lvtiw:‘a-s solgce.s be
rivaled by the Dutch East India Company. Coll?C»tlglg sbusmess
transporting them to America beca'me a pro I|ta te st fur:
Hudson had brought news of \A./hales in northe;;n wa er;,h and fur
bearing animals in the cold regions of North :}r‘ngnsva. i led to
their exploitation. As trade increased, so “fairs j\agr: to b
established. A system of money exchange de'veloped. ) gted bg
was made of a postal system, but as yet it was conduc y

private enterprise.

iﬁ:Et?eﬁiEof science shows perhaps more.clearly Ehan anything tt:z
trend of men's thinking. To the medieval mlfld, ma;'ter \-\[/he
composed of the four elements: ea@, water: air, and nll]re.t e
planets were arranged in concentric circles wu.th the eaTh a he
center. The stars_and planets inﬂuenced'men s Iwe-:s. e ea "
consisted of three land masses: Europe, Asia, and A-frnca. ZAal? wan
composed of four humors. The world was dlr:cte y

omnipotent being, represented on ea.rlh by the churc .B b

" -The new age had been anticipated by Roggr :lCOI’tI, b

remnants of Arabic learning also served as a st(;m;: us ?ld i:
awakening mind, which now wished to understan h't e woel "
physical terms, and could no longer accept everything purely

the zzr;:(e(r:igzd put the sun in the center of the'universe, a(r;dl_:he
earth became a minor planet circling it along with others. Galileo
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discovered the laws of physics. Anatomy became an important
study. William Harvey discovered the circulation of the blood.
Progress was made in mathematics.

In Renaissance education, arithmetic, geometry, and algebra
were included. In 1544, a previously unknown book on
mathematics by Archimedes was translated and served as a
stimulus. Decimal fractions were first used about the year 1600,
and logarithms a few years later.

The growing interest in science was put to practical use. One
result was the manufacture of paper. it is true that the art of paper-
making probably originated in China, and that the Arabs learned it
from the Chinese and brought it to Spain. But the quality of its
manufacture deteriorated, and it was not until the 13th or 14th
centuries that paper suitable for books was made again. At about
the same time, printing was invented. With this combination,
books were produced, knowledge was disseminated, and the
repercuss:ons were enornmous.

Hand-copying of books or manuscnpts had been a laborious
process. Now suddenly it was possible to produce hundreds of
copies, relatively easily. Gutenberg set up the world's first printing
press in Germany in 1440. The art of printing reached ltaly in
1467, Poland in the 1470's, Scandinavia in 1483. In 1476,
William Caxton set up a printing shop in England.

Among other inventions were the telescope, microscope, and
spectacles. The Romans had produced glass for windows, but the
art had been lost, and was resurrected about the year 1500. At
about the same time, the spinning wheel came into general use. A
timepiece was invented which functioned by clockwork, i.e., by a
series of wheels motivated by weights. The first pocket watch was
made 'in 1509, in Nuremberg. Biographies which illustrate the
typical developments might be those of Galileo, Copemicus, and
Caxton.

GALILEO

Galileo Galilei was born in Pisa in 1564. His father wanted him to
study medicine and philosophy, but he soon turned to
mathematics and natural science. By observing the swinging of a
lamp in Pisa cathedral, he deduced the law of oscillation of a
pendulum. He made experiments to show that weight has no
influence on the veiocity of falling bodies, and that the
accel?ratiou thereof follows definite laws. He improved the
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telescope, and from his observations, agreed with Copermicus that
the earth moved around the sun. He is known as the father of
physics. Some of his statements were considered heresy, and in
particular, he found himself in trouble with the church authorities
when he declared that a literal understanding of certain scriptural
passages was nonsense.

He published a work in the form of a dialogue among three
persons who represented three viewpoints of the world order: one,
Copemican; one, Plolomaic; the third, Aristotelian. When it was
printed, it was attacked on all sides, and Galileo was summoned

to the Inquisition to answer for- it. He-was forced to renounce his .
beliefs, including the one that the earth moves around the sun, but
on leaving, it is said that the muttered to himself, “But it moves all -

the same.” He spent some time in prison, was released, and spent
his remaining years studying mechanics and projectiles. He
became blind and deaf, and suffered much pain in his limbs. He
died:in 1642,

COPERNICUS

Copernicus was born in 1473. His first studies were in medicine,
theology, mathematics, and astronomy. He became a-doctor of
Canon Law, but astronomy became his special interest. He
doubted the correctness of the Ptolomaic system which put the
earth in the center of the universe, and devised the heliocentric
system which bears his-name. He realized that the planetary orbits
are not exact circles, but it was left to Kepler to establish that they
are ellipses. His observations lasted the greater part of his life. He
had no’telescope, and only primitive instruments with which to
make his recordings: He died in 1543.

CAXTON
Caxton, who was bomn in 1422 and died in 1491, was concerned
that true knowledge be made available to all people.

RELIGION

In the religious world was the greatest stir of all. Rome had first
brought law and ordér to western Europe. After a period of chaos
and transformation the Roman. Catholic church restored it. But the
Pax Romana was a peace enforced by the -use of arms, and the
Catholic church dominated men's minds. Now they were seeking
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freedom. They were doubting the all-wisdom of the church. With
the translation of the New Testament into the common tongue,
people were able to read it, and they found contrasts between
what they read of Chyist, and the behavior of the clergy. The taxes

imposed, the abuses such as the sale of indulgences, the
ma

legacy of Arab learning, the distribution of Greek writings,
experimental science, the problem of ‘the Jews, all these things
had an,influence on the awakening mind, although no one of
them was a prime cause.
" The message of Christianity had been distorted, but
individuals began to recognize it. It was felt that mediation
between God and the individuality by a priest was unnecessary,
that one could pass individual judgement on what is good or bad
in accordance with individual conscience. The epitome of this
reeling is expressed in Luther's words at his trial, "I cannot and
will not recant, for it is neither safe nor expedient to act against
‘conscience. Here | take my stand. | cannot do otherwise, so help
'me God. Amen.”

The breakup of the Catholic church is known as the
Reforimation. The forerunners were Wycliffe and Huss. John Huss
had ‘delivered lectures in Bohemia, (the modemn Czech Republic)
on Wycliffe's teachings, which had advocated freedom in religion.
He had been tried for heresy and burned at the stake, but this
inflamed his followers, and a series of insurrections followed
which were successful in achieving tolerance.

The ideas spread over Europe, and in Germany it was Martin
Luther who took up the challenge. In a strange way the movement
was helped by the various dukes and princes who saw advantages
to themselves in becoming the spiritual as well as the temporal
heads of their states. Thus, the princes, dukes, or kings became
the heads of church in their own territories. As head of state or
head of the church, it is doubtful whether they were particularly
concemed with the spiritual welfare of their subjects, but they
were concemned in asserting themselves against an outside power.
Once the process of break-up had started, it continued, with the
result that not only was there a “state” church as opposed to the

~ Catholic, but also numerous sects, each with its own particular

ideas or doctrine. In England, they were known as Non-
mists. Calvinism, pamed after the Frenchman john Calvin,
e of the best-known. It was Calvin's belief that each

i i hurch, in contrast fo each
ation should manage its own churc , in contra ‘
c?inngcr:gdeciding the religion of his state. His |de§s found much“ _
?avor in Scotland, where his adherents became known as

Presbyterians. Geographically, it was the greater part of northern

i i f the Catholic church.
E which became independent o . r
um?l?e ideals of Christianity appear to have beenoverlooked by

. both factions in their desire to establish supremacy. All over

Europe, Roman Catholics and Protestants per.secutfs-q olne Eam)ltlji:é.
The Netherlands were oppressed by C.athohc Spain. In ;}f,awa;
the struggle was epitomized between Ellza-bc.ath and Mary. The war
between Spain and England was partly religious. In;France, or; O
the most horrible events recorded was the massac;’e o h ;
Bartholomew's Day. The Queen-regent.of Fra{;_c.e P :{nne 2
marriage between her daughter, a Ca'thohc, and ,ngk enry of
Navarre, a Protestant. (Protestants in France were trlr:)b\;/e(; 2s
Huguenots.) All the nobility of the Huguenots were as_scle led i
Paris for the occasion when the order was given to slay "a;
Hénry escaped, but many of his followers were 'kf!led,f as weh s
other innocents. Once started, ti(;e e;nassacre contmugd or a who
ousands of people died. v . .
weel';’;aggr:\};)at heresy tph:Opope instituted w-ha't IS kngwn as the
“Inquisition. It was a tribunal set up to examine the faith or n(:}r.:
faith of suspected persons, and first came into (::‘;cstenci l:n; he
13th century to deal with the sect in the Langugdoc areae(c; ) rar :
known as the Cathars, or Albigenses. It was €mpower tho seeIt
out adherents of false doctrines and to pass ]I.Jdg[m‘!nl on them.
was very active during the period under conss(.ie.mnon. There ;:/as
little sense of justice, and no appeal. Dorpumcans were 0 tﬁn
employed as officers. For the most part, it was active in :-:
southern part of Europe, but in France. and lt.aly its p-owel;i sood
wzned. The opposite was the case in Spain. Fe-rdman "an
“isabella found that they could use it to further th-e.ur own [ le:ns,
and so it became a weapon in the cause of pglmcs as we asf
religion. People denounced as heretics were seized, st:ppt:dk:
their goods, given heavy punishments, or.burﬁed.at t ems;a h
Torture was used to extract confessions an(! mff)rmatlon. A p oulgl i
it'b:ecame less powerful, even in Spain, it was not‘f;na );
abolished until 1834. There was also another and (:]l. eren
movement by Catholics to regain lost g'round. Tk is was
inaugurated by Inigo Lopez de Recalde, a Sgan:ard, also ‘nc:(wn \::
St. ‘Ignatius of Loyola, or simply Loyola. This movement is kno
as the Counter-Reformation.
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The Reformation in England provides a very good and
entertaining example of what was taking place. Its cause was
greatly helped by Henry VIll's desire for a divorce. At the time, the
pope was the only person who could sanction this, and he
refused. Henry's remedy was simple. He abolished—so to speak—
the pope and made himself “supreme head of the church in
England.” He dissolved all the monasteries and appropriated their
wealth. He commanded the Bible to be translated into English and
placed in every church. In 154<, he ordered a new prayer book to
be written in English, and Latin was banned. His actions posed a
problem for Catholics. Those who refused to take the Oath of
Supremacy, acknowledging him as head of the church, were
persecuted, and even beheaded. This was the fate of Sir Thomas
More. Henry's motives were selfish. The fact that he rebelled does
not mean that the agreed with Luther; in fact, he disagreed. His
contribution to the Reformation seems almost incidental.
Nevertheless, he brought about the break with Rome, and for his
successors, at least, the struggle became one of conviction.

Henry's daughter Mary was married to Philip of Spain, and
she was a devout Catholic. When she came to the throne it was
her desire to make England a Catholic country again. In pursuance
of this, Protestants were hounded as heretics, and many were
burned at the stake. But the movement was not to be suppressed,
and when Mary, known as Bloody Mary, died in 1558 after a
short reign of five years, Elizabeth | became queen and the tables
were turned. Elizabeth re-established the Anglican church, and
Catholics plotted against her with the idea of replacing her with
Mary Stuart—Mary, Queen of Scots. Mary was supposedly
involved in the plotting, and was eventually executed. It was this
act which finally persuaded Philip of Spain to launch the Armada.
The Renaissance period ends in the time of Elizabeth.

‘ The teacher at this stage does not have to teach everything,
since the children are now quite capable of reading for themselves
lf.correctly directed. Something they can well study alone is the
Elizabethan period in England. Queen Elizabeth herself was well
educated: She spoke several languages, enjoyed hunting and
dancing. She encouraged learning and the arts, and attracted
scholars to her court. It was a time when art, music, drama, and
poetry flourished. In selecting biographies to cover this period,
Luther obviously has first place, followed by William the Silent
and perhaps Loyola. '
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BELIGION

MARTIN LUTHER
Luther was born in 1483. His father was a miner, poor at first, but.

later quite rich. The boy's upbringing was very strict and his
parents wished him to be a scholar, destined eventually for the
law. He attended-local schools but at the age of fourteen was sent
to Magdeburg to a school run by a Franciscan order. Life was
hard, but he received some assistance from a benefactress. At the
age of eighteen he was able to attend the university at Erfurt, and
he gained his M.A. degree in 1505. He suddenly turned,
however, from law to divinity. _

The story goes that he was once walking with a friend in a
thunderstorm when a flash of lightning struck his friend dead.
Another version is that he himself was struck. However that may
be, the affair tumed his mind towards religion and he took up the
study of theology, gaining his doctorate at the university of
Wittenberg in 1512. . :

Luther first disputed in Latin, as became a learned man, but

‘then printed his views in the vernacular. He translated the New "

Testament into German, and the invention of printing undoubtedly
had a great effect on the spread of his works. He was not happy
with certain practices of the church then in vogue. Particularly
obnoxious to him was the sale of indulgences, i.e., gaining
forgiveness of sins for a money payment. He denounced this,
together with other abuses, and so came into conflict with the
pope. Furthermore, he claimed that scripture, not the pope, was
the only true authority. He was summoned to answer for his acts
before the Emperor Charles V, acting on behalf of the pope. He
defended his opinions, retracted nothing of any consequence, and
was forbidden to preach; write or lecture. His writings were
burned, and he was outlawed. However, he was hidden by
friends until such time as the ban was lifted. His stand won much
popular support. The idea of freedom from pope and emperor
seized the peasant:, who rose in revolt, but were momentarily
crushed by their masters. However, although there were many
struggles to come, in which politics also played a part, the
Reformation movement was not to be stifled. Luther died in 1546.

WILLIAM THE SILENT. .

William the Silent was concerned ‘in the political and religious
issues of the Netherlands in the 16tk century. The events are
confused and confusing, and William had many personal
difficulties. He was bom in Nassau, in Germany, in 1533, and
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grew up in a Protestant. household. But he inherited large estates
in the Netherlands, then part of Charles V's empire, and the
emperor stipulated that he must become a' Catholic.-This ‘was a
time of great religious unrest, and although it was official policy to
persecute the Protestants, Prince William was quite willing to
allow- a degree of tolerance. This view hardened in his mind, so
that.his situation became uncomfortable. It was made worse by
the infiltration of Calvinists, who were fanatics, entering churches
and destroying the images and furnishings. The Spaniards, who
attempted to destroy both Protestants: and Calvinists, were
successful for a time, but could not stem the rising tide. The
resistance gathered around Prince William, but he was
assassinated in 1584 by a fanatical Catholic. He is remembered as

the founder of the independence of the Netherlands as well as for
his dedication to religious freedom.

IGNATIUS DE LOYOLA

Loyola founded the Society of Jesus, and its members became
great missionaries. They carried their own particular ideas on
Christianity to many parts of the world. In particular, they founded
missions in the Americas. The story of Loyola also provides an
example of how destiny can affect the course of life. Loyola was
bom in 1491, the son of a noble and wealthy family of the Basque
«country of Spain. Loyola was the name of the family seat. His
early years were spent as a soldier and a man of the world. His
legs were badly hurt while defending Pamplona against the French
in 1521. It was while convalescing that he read books on the life
of Christ and the lives of the saints. This changed the direction of
his life. For a time, he lived as a beggar or hermit, spending long
hours in prayer. He went on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, returned to
study in Spain and France where he not only gained a degree, but
also met the companions with whom he would later found the
Society of Jesus. Before taking this step, however, he spent many

years educating himself. He had mystical experiences, and these

inspired in him his desire to be active in the service of his faith.

Loyola died in 1556. Members of the Society of Jesus, known

more commonly as Jesuits, are called upon to serve God in a
near-military fashion. They are under strict discipline, and a vow
of obedience to the pope. They are usually akso very erudite.
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THE RENAISSANCE: TIMEUINE

john Calvin is also an extraordinary in:eres:ing.person,' a}r\td [:
the risk of overloading the timetable, some reference might
made to his life and work.

1440
1453

1453
1455-1485
1476
'1485-1509
1486

1492
1492
1497
1499

1500 (c)

1517-1521
1519-1522
1520
1530
1535
1558
1577-1580
1588
1534
1543

1555-1561

1562-1593
1569

1394-1460
1412-1431

14221491
1423-1488

IMPORTANT EVENTS

invention of printing by Gutenberg in Germany
End of the Hundred Years' War
France and England independent
Turks capture Constantinople
Wars of the Roses in England .
William Caxton sets up printing press in England
Reign of Henry Tudor ‘

Diagz rounds the cape of Good Hope
Columbus discovers America

Moors finally expelled from Spain .
Vasco da Gama finds the sea route to.India .
Switzerland becomes an independent republic
Great painters and sculptors in Italy
Reformation in Germany and Switzertand
Luther defies the pope

Magellan's ship sails around the world
Suleiman rules from Baghdad to Hungary
Henry VIl quarrels with the pope

Dissolution of the monasteries in England
Accession of Queen Elizabeth

Francis Drake sails around the world

Defeat of the Spanish Armada

Foundation of the Society of Jesus

Copernicus publishes a book putting the sun

in the center of the universe

Spread of Calvinism in France

- Huguenots versus Catholics

Revolt in the Netherlands

NOTEWORTHY PERSONALITIES )
Henry the Navigator, Portuguese prince who
rganized voyages of discovery
Ioofn of Arc, revived French fortunes and defeated the
English
William Caxton, printer )
Louis X! of France, despotic king
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1449-1492

1451-1506
1452-1519

1466-1536
1469-1527

1471-1528
1473-1543
1475-1564
1477-1535

1 489—1 521
1483-1546
1483-1520
1483-1553
1485-1547

1491-1547
1491-1547

1494-1576
1500-1558

1509-1564
1512-1594
1533-1584
1543-1596

1547-1616
1552-1618
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Lorenzo de' Medici, politician, poet, patron of
Michelangelo

Christopher Columbus, seaman explorer
Leonardo da Vinci, universal genius

and experimenter

Erasmus, the greatest scholar of the period
Machiavelli, halian politician who believed that
politically the end justified the means

Durer, artist

Copernicus, astronomer, mathematician
Michelangelo, sculptor and artist

Sir Thomas More, scholar, friend of Erasmus,
wrote Ulopia

Magellan, seaman explorer, his ship was the first
to sail around the world

Martin Luther, the great figure of the Reformation
in Europe, founder of the Protestant church
Raphael, the greatest painter of the Renaissance
Rabelais, author of comic and satirical masterpieces
Hernando Cortes, adventurer, founder of the first
colonies in South America

Ignatius de Loyola, founder of the Jesuits

Henry Viil, king of England, instigated the
Reformation in England

Hans Sachs, author of humorous satirical plays
Charles V, king of Spain and emperor of the Holy
Roman Empire

Calvin, reformer

Mercator, map maker

William the Silent, fighter for Dutch liberty

Sir Francis Drake, seaman, adventurer,
circumnavigated the globe

Cervantes, author, wrote Don Quixote

Sir Walter Raleigh, courtier, poet, historian, adventurer
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THE AGE OF RATIONALISM
INTRODUCTION =

It is to be hoped that with the foregoing, a compcehenswe picture
of the Renaissance will have been given, showing the tremendous
change which was taking place in human outlook. It is very
tempting to pursue all the themes, but impossible, and again a
selection must be made to illustrate the salient points.

In the 17th century, the question of religion is less important
than that of politics. The mind turns towards rationalism; the
striving of the individual towards independence continues, and so
does the preoccupation with the physical world. We see further
the impulse towards “state” and nationalism. At the same time
there are scientific developments and a cultural blossoming. For
convenience sake we will look first at the main events from 1600
to 1700 approximately, and then the following century. The
subjects which present themselves as particularly suitable in the
first period are:

* The Thirty Years' War

* The Sun King, Louis XIV

¢ The Civil War.in England and the
Foundation of a Constitutional Monarchy

* Developments in Russia and America ~

* Science and Culture .

THE THIRTY YEARS' WAR -

Europe at the beginning of the 17th century was a conglomerathon .

of monarchies, principalities, dukedoms, republics and free states.
Particularly confused was the situation in central Europe. The
Reformation had resulted in some states adopting Protestantism;
others had remained Catholic. Tolerance of an opposite point of
view was not a particular feature of the period, but it did occur
from time to time. In Catholic Bohémia, certain concessions had
been made to the Protestants by one emperor, but they were
withdrawn by his successor. This caused a rebellion (1618) and an
eventual struggle in Europe in which all the German states became
involved, and which lasted for thirty years, hence the appellation
“The Thirty Years’ War.” On the Catholic side, a rich and
powerful landowner, Wallenstein, was the great figure. He raised
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an army of 20,000 men at his own éxpense, and was supported
by Austria, Spain, and Bavaria. Eventually he was suspected of
treason and assassinated. =

Supporting the Protestant cause were Sweden, France, and
Denmark. One great leader of the Protestants was the King of
Sweden, Gustaphus Adolphus, himself a Calvinist. He was killed
on:the field of battle at. Lutzen in 1632, The war was devastating
in_its effect on the ordinary people. One third of the population
perished by fighting, famine, or disease. The land was laid waste,
commerce and industry were ruined, cultural life" was stagnant.
The struggle-ended in 1648 with the Treaty of Westphalia. This
marks the end of an epoch in European history. Henceforward
there would be freedom of worship, and no more wars of religion.

The interesting thing about the Thirty Years' War is that what
began as a religious struggle ended as a political one. The
Protestants won freedom of religion, but the political structure of

Europe had changed. France emerged as the greatest power on the .

continent; Spain lost its influence. The Dutch gained
independence. England's influence was growing. In all Europe,
stronget feelings of nationalism developed. It might be noted that
some years after the end of the Thirty Years' War, in 1683, the
Turks in the southeast of Europe were finally driven out.

THE SUN KING, LOUIS XIV

The events in France present a wonderful picture of a throw-back
to absolute rule. The Sun King, le roi soleil, Louis X1V, takes the
stage. He is like a reflection of the pharaoh, but unlike the
pharaoh, is not divinely inspired. His character shows a
development of ego-consciousness, but an unenlightened and
therefore purely egoistic one. Louis was born in 1638 and came to
the throne at the age of five. Though king in name, it was the
prelate Mazarin who ruled the country until 1661 when Louis took
matters into his own hands. o

~ The way had been prepared for him by another great prelate
turned statesman, Richelieu. The latter had waged war against the
Huguenots, not on religious grounds, but because of their political
influence. He had destroyed both the feudal fortresses and the
power of the nobles, and had intrigued abroad to establish the
power of France and the French crown. On his death-bed he had

reco

be appointed minister of state to

were church dignitaries who became leading ‘members of the

i hierarchy. .
off"c;:i I;: t:llfo interestgng to note that t.he Acadérrie Franqaus;:;;;.;yas
founded by Richelieu in 1635. Its orignmfl purpose was to cu tﬁati
literary taste and literary language, i.e, its concerns were cu :}:rea
and educational—formerly concems of the chu@. We noteh :
how the spiritual life is transferred from the fior_nam Pflthe c! 1rcd
to that of the state. Two powerful and influeatia menL a
therefore helped to build up the power of France‘, but - outns
himself was also exceptionally cap'able. It was his desur:ej to
consolidate his kingdom from the Rhine to the Pyrenees,- an ;)f
include the Spanish Netherlands in lt. He even had- ambitions y
becoming a new Charlemagne. His reign lasted foc fafty years, ar;\
as chief law-giver, judge, chief of the army land the. e:con'omy, c;
could speak of himself as the state: “L'¢tat, c'est moi. ans wayhc.)
thinking and that of his followers may be appreciated from his
remarks:

e He who gave kings to men desired that they sh_ould be '

honored as His representatives. He reserves to Himself the right

j their leadership. ‘

?'l(fgse are the judges of the happiness af\d conduct o( their

subjects and can completely and fteely_dlspose of their property.

« If the king levies taxes, he is only taking what belongs to him.

¢ Right is what pleases the king.

To exert French influence Louis created a-strong army. To
make it efficient, he standardized uniforms and weapons. In order
that it should be immediately available, he bu.lh barracks afld
insisted on peace-time exercises. He built strategic fortresses with
stocks of provisions. On his orders, new street§ and canals were
built, harbors improved, and the merchant fleet mcreased.-

With his minister Colbert, Louis encouraged French industry.
He introduced all sorts of technical processes which had been
developed elsewhere. Raw materials were imported, and hom:
manufacture was stimulated in order to export manufac.tu.re
products. The import of foreign manufactured' goods was h'mlt?ﬁ
by high tariffs. It was a policy of beggar-my-neighbor which is sti

i ern society.
previ:)eunii I:i:ﬁ:lf lived iltly the utmost splendor‘ in hist p.alace at
Versailles. It was the showpiece of France, and it was imitated aI:
over Europe. To pay the army and to keep up the extrg\:agancfezs '?
the court, taxes were levied on the poorest section of the

7
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community. Herein lay. the seeds of the later revolution. Louis'
absolutism worked eventually against him. He decided to revoke
the Edict of Nantes which had given religious freedom to the
Huguenots. Persecuted and threatened with death, as many as
could fled the country. What was France's loss became the other
countries' gain. Many of the Huguenots were educated craftsmen,
and they took their skills with them. England, Germany,
Switzerland, the Netherlands, all gained valuable workers. Some
went to America: some to South Africa, and France's prosperity
suffered.

In trying to extend his possessions, Louis antagonized his
neighbors, and a Grand Alliance was formed against him in 1701
by Holland, England, and the Central Powers. The British landed
an army on the continent in support of their allies and the war
l;sted until 1713, when the peace of Utrecht was signed. France
had to give up some of her possessions to her victorious
neighbors.

An obvious biography for study is that of Louis XIV, whose life
and lifestyle are very mterestmg The artificiality of court life is a
very illuminating chapter, and should be described—how the
king, on rising from his bed, was examined and massaged by his
doctors, how he was handed his shirt by one official, his vest by
another, etc. Only the director of the handkerchief department
could hand the king a handkerchief. Such posts were important,
well paid, and sought after by the highest in the land.

THE CIVIL WAR IN ENGLAND

In England the monarch was also claiming absolute power. On the
death of Queen Elizabeth, the crown passed to the House of
Stuart. The subsequent events vere a struggle between the
people's urge to determine their own destiny, and the king's idea
of despotic rule. The Stuart kings claimed absolute power as
belonging to them by divine right. To some extent, religion also
played a part in the conflict.

* During the reign of James | there were three main parties in
the church, or rather, three churches—the Roman Catholic,
Anglican, and Puritan. The last named was a group of people who
were not satisfied with the reforms introduced into the Anglican
church. They wanted no ceremonies, and believed in a simple,
strict way of life. Many of them became fanatical. Some Puritans,
tired of the endless disputes and quarrels, decided to start life
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anew in the New World. They sailed in the Mayflowcr, and
formed the first permanent colony of English settlers in North
America. They landed in 1620; and are now known’ m history as
the Pilgrims.

In England a parliament was aheady in existence, but it only
represented the upper classes, and a majority of its members were
Protestants. James supported the Anglican church, and
disappointed both Catholics and Puritans. The anger of the former
was such that a plot was hatched to blow up parliament. This was
the famous Gunpowder piot, m ‘which’ Guy Fawkes was the
leading figure.

There were many issues, however, on which the king and
parliament did not see.eye to eye. The tension grew worse when
Charles 1 succeeded his father and the country divided inte two

‘main factions, Royalists and Puritans. The issue at stake was who

ruled, the king or the parliament. The struggle between the two

- parties is known as the Civil War, and it lasted from 1642 to

1649.

On the Puritan side emerges the figure of Oliver Cromwell,
1599-1658. He had become a member of parliament in 1628 and
had opposed the king. When war broke out, he became a captain

in the parliamentary forces, who were mainly Puritans, and

eventually their leader. The royalist forces were defeated, the king

was executed, and Cromwell became the first chairman of the '

council of state of the new republic, or commonwealth. A strong
character, he found parliament inefficient, and in 1653 forcibly
dissolved it. He took the title Lord Protector of ‘the Realm, and
became virtually dictator. During his reign, lreland and Scotland
were subjugated, the navy was strengthened, and Dutch rivalry at
sea was challenged. On his death there was an unsettled period
again which ended when Wulham of Orange was invited to
become king. William bound himself to observe the rights of the
nation «nd parliament. It was the end of the struggle for power
between king and parliament, with the latter victorious.
Henceforward, England became a constltut:ona! monarchy. It was
also the end of wars of religion in England

With regard to biographies; the history of this period in
England is so bound up with the life of Oliver Cromwell that the
essentials can be interwoven with the story of his life.

Although the autocratic Stuarts seem not to have been able to

accommodate themselves tq changing conditions in the political .

world, they did have an interest in learning. In particular, james |
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SCIENCE AND CULTURE . _ v

As geographical discoveries in the world outside Europe were
being made, so also were discoveries being made: in the world of
natural science. Newton was working at mathematics and physics.
Harvey discovered the circulation of the blood.: Francis Bacon,
Galileo, and Kepler lived into this century. In spite of wars and
famines, the period also had its cuiture. In England lived the great
writers Defoe, Swift, Milton, Bunyan. In France were La Fontaine,
Moliere, Racine. In Germany lived the mystic Jacob B6hme, to be
followed in the next century by many famous writers and great
musicians. If there is time and opportunity, the choice of
biographies is wide.

1700-1800
From the year 1700 oawards, rational thinking and its results
become much more obvious. There is an upsurge of ideas in all
fields. What was begun at the Renaissance continues. In literature
and music there is a great blossoming. Politically, the feeling of
nationality and national territory grows, furthered by colonization.
Science receives a tremendous impetus; steam power is harnessed
and electricity discovered. Explorations centinue and comrnerce
grows. Non-conformism spreads. Questions arise in the human
mind as to the origin and destiny of man. Philosophy is an
important study. It was an eventful century. The Industrial
Revolution began in England. In France, the-common people
revolted against their harsh masters and the bloody French -
Revolution took place. A new and powerful state emerged in
North Germany, Prussia, under Frederick the Great. North
America and India came under British domination. The United
States of America became independent. In spite of political
upheavals and social injustice, it was a period of great cultural -
development. Matters might be dealt with under the followin
headings: :

¢ The Rise of Prussia

e The Industrial Revolution

¢ Colonization

* The American War of independence

¢ The French Revolution

e Science and Culture
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THE RISE OF PRUSSIA.

An excellent example of the development of state and nation is
provided by Prussia, where many Roman characteristics appear
again, e.g., military capability, discipline, officialdom. The state
of Brandenburg-Prussia had come into existence from the war-torn
territories of the Thirty Years, War, through the efforts of Frederick
William, the Great Elector. He ruled it as absolute monarch. On
his death in 1688, his son succeeded him and assumed the title
“King of Prussia.” He sided with England against French expansion
under Louis XIV. His heir, Frederick William 1, also a despotic
ruler, reigned until 1740. Under him the country grew in wealth,
indu';try, and population. He was a careful administrator with a
passion for military drill. He was a strict Calvinist and brought up
his family in strict religious principles, but he had little use for
education as such. His son, who came to be known as Frederick
the Great was very different. He had a taste for learning. The
story of Prussia's rise'to power is intimately connected with the life
of Frederick and thus provides a very suitable biography.

FREDERICK THE GREAT

Frederick the Great was born in 1712 and came to the throne in
1740. His father had bequeathed him an efficient, centralized
state with sound finances and an excellent army. But Frederick
had suffered much at the hands of his father who was a practical,

self-righteous militarist with no sympathy whatsoever towards his
son's artistic and studious interests. The boy endured a spartan
upbringing with army drill and Lutheran catechism much in
evidence. The classics, poetry, philosophy, music were looked
upon as frivolous. Seeking to break out of his spiritual prison, he
tried with a friend to escape to England. The two were captured
and court-martialed on the charge of desertion from the army. The
friend was executed. Frederick was pardoned, but as punishment
he was only allowed to engage in civil matters. Later his rights
were restored, and he was able to gather about him his own circle
of p"'ainters, writers, and musicians. He corresponded with
Voltaire, the French leader of the progressive movement known as
the Enlightenment. He had been taught by French Huguenot
€migrés, and considered that French was the language of
civilization and culture. It was the language spoken at his court.

Mthough he was an absolute ruler, and his cabinet ministers were
no more than secretaries, he was a benevolent one.
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in some matters he was progressive, in others, iess so. He
established an independent judiciary and abolished torture as a
means of exacting statements. His subjects had direct access to
him. He tolerated all religions, enforced general education, and
encouraged farmers to grow potatoes and sugar beets. On the
other hand, he retained conscription and the press-gang as a
means of maintaining the strength of the army. He preserved a
rigid class structure. He made certain goods crown monopolies,
and levied taxes.

Of Frederick it could be said that he humanized the
monarchy, declaring that the state was an object in itself to be
served by the sovereign and people alike. The welfare of the state
was his concem. Whereas Louis XIV's attitude had been “I am the
state,” Frederick declared, "1 am thie first servant of the state.”-He -
ruled until 1786, consolidating Prussia as the most powerful state
in Europe.

THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION
The preoccupation with the physical world, the probing mind of
man, resulted in discoveries and inventions which changed the
face of the world. The effort was to be taken out of human labor,
machines would take over, and heaven on earth be created.
Things did not turn out quite that way. Literature abounds on this
period, and there is no necessity to dwell upon it here. The history
should be coordinated with the science teaching, and if
biographies are given, it is immaterial in which lesson they are
given. (The English lesson can also be used.) While describing the
inventiveness of the human mind, the appalling lack of social
conscience should not be overlooked.

Machines made possible an enormous increase in production,
but they also threw many people out of employment. in England,
to make matters worse, parliament passed an act dispossessing

'small farmers and peasants of their fand, so that larger farms could

be made which were more efficient. The peasants went to the
newly created towns to find |obs where labor was already
plentiful. There was a world demand for machine-made goods;
the machines had to be served; there was no social legislation,
hence, cheap labor and long hours. To provide coal as the energy
supply, mines had to be dug. To distribute the goods, canals and
railways had to be built. The mass of common people led a very
precarious existence. Conditions at work were frightful. Children




from tl?e age of six or seven, and woen, "worked in the factories
and mines. There were no health or safety regulations. Housin
apd welfare were minimal. Cities grew. Rows of shoddily buiﬁ
hou;es.j were put up for the workers. Little thought was given to
geshaur, water supply, or sanitation. Thousands of éhildren died.
c%{”{% r?::gt ;}:L ﬂ'::nl(r;ft;sftl:afle‘lievxi,ut::n was that enormous wealth
the workshop of the world. + Another was that England became
" Children .should be given simple and vivid descriptions of how
e mechan.lcal age has transformed life, e.g., the contrast
between getting water from the well, and having it ;purting from a
taHven hot when required—the trouble of gathering sticks and
using wood or coal to produce warmth in the house against the
flicking of a switch. These should be in addition to the lar
aspe%t]s such as travel and communications. 5
e personalities which come to mi i i
lnfiustrial Revolution are listed belowlf"?:e‘i‘;h\?vz:l’(e?r':f l:velucl! th::
with here, but perhaps more appropriately in the science lesson‘:.;.a

* Newcomen (1663-1729) built the first stea

pump water out of the coal mines.

. %ys::;:?:‘egn(gll:; i—l 772) devised and constructed the canal
. tIt-larg;,eaves (1 -1778) invented a
cotton, the so-called “spinning jenny.”
. Arkwng!nt (1732-1792) was also i);lterested in machinery for
cotton spinning. He invented the spinning frame w?:ich
allowed much more work to be done by one person. He
created the factory as an institution, and is one of the few 'men
to haye made money by his inventions.

* Smeaton (1724-1792) built harbors and bridges, improved
th_e steam .engine, built Eddystone lighthouse. He’concer'ned
himself with mechanics, and was one of the first to take a
methodical approach to engineering.
* Watt (1736-1819) like Smeaton
ad_opted a scientific approach and '
existing machines.
. We.dgew?od (1.7304795) produced cheap, useful and
Peauuf;_xl china which was sold all over the world. He w
. Wstrqmental in developing the Staffordshire Pott'eries.. *

m engine to

machine for spinning

was an engineer who
made improvements to
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COLONIZATION ’ /

After the discoveries of new lands, the Europeans were interested
in the wealth to be obtained, and apart from the initial plundering
of gold, etc., this meant raw materials aﬁd-t-r_ad_e. The vast
countries of America were relatively empty and settlements were
made to exploit them. Thus, prospectors, miners, planters, arrived
as well as those who sought a new new existence on religious or
other grounds. There had been trade routes overtand to India, but
the opening of the sea routes meant a tremendous increase in
contacts. Europe was, so to speak, pushing itself into the rest of
the world, but the impulse came mainly from the Europeans on
the western seaboard.

The Danes, Swedes, and the powers of central Euro‘pe were
entangled in their own mutually complicated affairs. The British,
Dutch, and French became rivals in the Far East; the British,
French, Dutch, and Portuguese in India; the British, French, and
Spanish in America; and during the next century, all of them in
Africa. Portraying these matters as maps will provide a pleasant
little interlude. . A

On the European continent there was rivalry between Prussia
and France, and a war broke out in 1756 which lasted until 1763
and is known as the Seven Years' War. France was so occupied in
Europe that she had not much strength for struggles abroad. Britain
had the advantage in having no land frontiers, and in the long run,
became the most successful in obtaining overseas possessions. Her
language and culture were planted all around the globe although
those of Spain and Portugal remained dominant in South America.

\

THE AMERICAN WAR OF INDEPENDENCE

With the advent of colonization came permanent settlements of
Europeans with certain traditions of government and culture. The
authorities in Eurcpe were still inclined to treat the colonies as
possessions, and exploit them. Some of the North American
colonies resented this attitude and claimed the right of self-
determination. Independence was declared in 1776, and. this led
to war, since Britain tried to contain the movement. Peace was
signed in 1783 when an independent United States of America
was recognized. Canada remained British. It would be appropriate
to mention here at least some of the articles of the Declaration of
Independence, and quote some passages from famous Americans.
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From the Declaration of Independence (July 4th, 1776):
We hold these truths 10 be self evident, that all Men are
created ‘equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable rights, that among these are Life,
Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these
rights, Governments are instituted among men, deriving
their just powers from the consent of the governed.

William Penn: -
You shall be govemed by laws of your own making, and
live a free, and if you will, a sober and industrious

people. | shall not usurp the right of any, or oppress his
person.

Samuel Adans:
Driven from every corner of the earth, freedom of thought
and the right of private judgement in matters of

conscience direct their course to this happy country as
their last asylum.

Benjamin Franklin:

Without freedom of thought there can be no such thing as
wisdom, and no such thing as liberty without freedom of
speech, which is the right of every man, as far as by it he
does not hurt or control the right of another; and this is
the only check it ought to suffer and the only bounds it
ought to know.

George Washington:
To persevere in one's duty and be silent is the best answer-
to calumny.

Henry Clay:

Government is a trust, and the officers of govemnment are
trustees; and both the trust and trustees are created for the
benefit of the people.

Ralph Waldo Emerson (1803-1882):

Every violation of truth is not only a sort of suicide in the
liar, but a stab at the health of human society. Great men
are they who see that spiritual is stronger than any
material force; that thoughts rule the world.

Of the famous personaiities concerned, perhaps the life stories of
Washington and Jefferson could be given.

GEORGE WASHINGTON (1 732-1799)

Washington was the first presudent of the U.S., and is known as
the “father of his country.” He came from a wealthy family of
Virginia planters, and gained military experience during the British
disputes with the French. He returned to work on the family
estates for a while, but was appointed commander of the
American army gathered near Boston in the year 1775. After five
years' struggle the British were defeated, and Washington became
president in 1789. He was re-elected for a further term in 1792. It
was his ambition to see a free and independent United States of
America, in his own words: “free from political connéctions with -
every other country, to see them-independent of all, and under the
influence of none. . . | want an American character.”

THOMAS JEFFERSON (1743-1826)

Thomas Jefferson was the third president of the U.S., and the
principal author of the Declaration of Independence. He was an
extraordinary, learned man with great interest in the arts and
sciences. Originally a wealthy Virginia planter, he became a
member of the House of Burgesses, then a member of the Virginia
delegation to the Continental Congress. He was interested in
democratic reforms. At one time he was governor of Virginia, and
he also undertook diplomatic missions in Europe. He sought to
avoid United States involvement in the Napoleonic wars. He
retired from office in-1809 to establish the University of Virginia.

THE FRENCH REVOLUTION .
This world-shaking event merits particular attention. In what detail
the teacher can deal with it must be left to his individual
judgement, but it is hoped that the following summary will be
useful. - .

Louis XIV had created a monarchy that was a pattern of
perfection in absolute rule. His court was brilliant, and it must be

_allowed that he encouraged learned people. But it was at the cost

of oppression and injustice which his successors did nothing to
alleviate. The situation was that France had a population of some
26 million, of whom 300 thousand were aristocrats and higher
clergy. The aristocracy and clergy between them owned two thirds
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of the land, and paid minimal taxes, or avoided them altogether.
Thus, the peasants had a very unfair share of land, and the
peasants and townsfolk were called upon to foot all the bills.

The nobility, or the First Estate, held the highest and most
rewarding positions. They were not awarded on merit, but on the
recommendation of influential relatives and friends. Often the
posttions were purely nominal, but not the salaries. The nobles
lived in unbelievable luxury. For instance, some of them wore
clothes of velvet and silk with buttonholes edged by diamonds.

The Second Estate consisted of high church dignitaries,
archbishops, bishops, and abbots. They lived like worldly lords,
spending their time feasting and hunting. It was a life very much
in contrast to that of Christ. The parish priests belonged to the
Third Estate, together with the ordinary townsfolk. _

The explosion came in 1789. There had already been
warnings of the storm to come in the years immediately
preceding. Clear thinkers like Montesquieu had prophesied
catastrophe if the old order continued. He had advocated that for

‘an individual to enjoy freedom within the framework of a state,
.there should be a three-fold division of political authority. There
should be legislative, executive, and judicial powers, and they

d be independent of one another.
er writers who had an influence at the time were Voltaire
and Rousseau. The latter concerned himself with problems of
wealth and inequality, and put forward ideas to promote social
justice. He recommended that there should be equality in political
rights and duties; education for all, including moral; and an
economic system to equalize resources.

By 1789, the country was bankrupt. The king called together
the representatives of the three Estates, something which had not
taken place since 1614. Nobility, clergy, and common people
met, and the representatives of the common people declared that
they had had enough of wars and senseless expenses for which
they had paid the taxes, and the burden had become tco great.
They declared themselves the true representatives of the French

‘people, and called themselves the National Constituent Assembly.

They swore not to separate uatil they had given France a’
constitution. Rumor spread that sympathizers had been
incarcerated in the Bastille, a notorious prison. Foreign troops
were. brought in"as a threat to the Assembly. The revolutionaries
took ihatters into their own hands, stormed the Bastille, freed the
ini and slaughtered the governor and officials. Some of the

mob ran riot, and many of the clergy and nobility were also l‘ulle(.i.
The day was the 14th of july, 1789, and the anniversary -is still
t in France as a national holiday. »
kept;:e National Constituent Assembly drew up a: dthratuon of
human rights, proclaiming among others, gqual rlghtsl);o afll
citizens, personal liberty, the right .to own g(operty, to sahe
from oppression, freedom of profession, rellg‘lqn,. and of speech.
Titles were to be abolished, the clergy wou.lq become public
officials paid by the state. Large estates. bglongmg to the ln-obles
and the clergy were to be broken up in favor of the peasants.
Monasteries were to yield their wealth to the state. Forced Iat?or
‘'was to be abolished, as were road tolls. The local boundaries

were to be redrawn, to make all areas (departments) more or less

equal. The new order was to be one of |iberty,j_eq}xality, frqtermty.
The king took an oath to uphold the new constlfutlon. There were,
however, many details to be thrashed out, an.c.i,,many new laws to
be promulgated. For this purpose, the Natlgn?l:Assemgly was
dissolved, and a new body formed, the National Leginslaﬁnve
Assegl‘ll:yt;obility and clergy who had left Fraﬁse were kn'own. as
emigres. They banded together in foreign cou'ngnes with thg object
of re-establishing themselves again in their.own countfy. The
ruling classes in all France's neighbors were nervous, fearing ‘that
the contagion might spread. They moved troops to the.fr‘ontfers,v
and the new France, alarmed at the prospect of an invasion,
eclared war in 1792. -
even;':zul);r:nch, government now fell into the hands of fanatics.
They stirred up the masses to attack the roy;:xl palace. A blood-bath
followed. The king escaped for a short while, but was la.ter taken
prisoner. A new assembly, called the National anventlon, now
took over the government and deposed the-kmg, who was
eventually consigned to the guillotine. The Nau.onal_Convennon
instituted the so-called Reign of Terror. Anxious to preserve
themselves and destroy all opposition, a so-called Comumittee of
Public Safety was formed, on whose behalf suspects were arrested
on the flimsiest pretexts, brought to trial, and condemfled. There
was no appeal. Danton and Robespierre were the leading figures,

but both eventually suffered the fate they méted out to others.

Again, a new assembly was proposed, this time with two
houses. There were to be 500 members to propose laws, a smaller
House of Anciens to approve them, and five members of the so-
called Directory as the executive branch. The power was thus in
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the hands of the Directory. Owing to the enormous difficulties
with which it was faced, this arrangement also failed, but by now
an exceptional general of the anrmy was making his presence felt.
This was Napoleon Bonaparte. To take over the government, three
consuls were appointed, of whom Napoleon was the chief. It was
not long before he was the sole ruler, the emperor. The
concentration of power can be visualized thus:

EMPEROR
CONSULS: 3 members
DIRECTORY: 5 members
COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC SAFETY: 9 members
NATIONAL CONVENTION: c. 750 members
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY: c. 750 members
CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY: c. 1000 members

Appropriate biographies would be those of Danton (1759-
1794) and Robespierre (1758-1794). One of the outstanding
figures of the French Revolution was Danton. By profession a
lawyer, he became a statesman, both complex and controversial.
" While a defender of the oppressed, he was also something of a
political opportunist. He was instrumental in overthrowing the
monarchy in 1792, and for a time he dominated the revolutionary
government. In particular, he stirred the nation to fight the
threatening foreign invaders after negotiations had failed. He did
not agree with the excesses perpetrated during the Reign of Teror,
but his opposition was looked upon as suspect. He too, was
arrested and guillotined.

A curious side of Robespierre's nature, but perhaps not so
astonishing in view of his actions, was that he promoted a cult of
the Supreme Being to take the place of Christianity. Like Danton,
he was a lawyer and reform-minded. Yet he became a fanatic,
establishing strict economic controls and decreeing death for those
he considered enemies of the constitution. He was able to do this
because of his dominating position jn the Committee of Public
Safety, the most powerful organ of government during the Reign of
Terror. In fact, he played the principal role during this period.

SCIENCE AND CULTURE
In spite of political and economic difficulties, there was a great
deal of cultural life, and further explorations and inventions.

Captain Cook charted the southern seas. James Watt invented the

steam engine. Priestley discovered oxygen. Goethe, Schiller, and
great German philosophers lived in this century. Dr. Johnson
compiled the first English dictionary. Great musicians were
producing their immortal works: Bach, Handel, Haydn, Mozart,
and, towards the end of the century, Beethoven.

The life of Captain Cook is a great adventure story. James
Cook was one of the greatest navigators known to history. He was
bom in 1728, and as a young man he served on North Sea trading
ships before joining the navy, where he advanced rapidly. In

" 1768, he was-appointed commander of an expedition by the

Royal Society to take a group of its members to Tahiti to observe
the transit of Venus across the sun. He was then to try to find the

. mysterious Terra Australis. In actual fact, he discovered New

Zealand and sighted the southeast coast of Australia. He
successfully navigated the Great Barrier Reef, no small feat in
those days. His fame was based not only on his feats of
navigation, but on the fact that his crews remained healthy and
did not suffer from the dreaded sailor's disease of the times,
scurvy. He insisted on their eating fresh fruit and vegetables as far
as possible. He made many voyages and discoveries. His final one
was to try to find a sea passage connecting the Atlantic with the
Pacific, either by journeying northeast or northwest. On this
voyage he was killed, in 1779, in Hawaii, owing to a
misunderstanding with the natives over a boat. = -~
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IMPORTANT EVENTS

N. America and India became British possessions.

gccession of James | in England
enry Hudson discovers the bay named after hi
The Thirty Years® War "
The Pilgtim Fathers:
,()Z:b?'r.lest!, stn;ggle’s between king and parliament
ication of Harvey's book on the cj i
o pcati e circulation of
Louis XIV of France begins his 72 i
year reign
The Great Plague in England s
The Fire of London
Tu-_rlssxﬁnally repulsed in eastern Europe
William of Orange becomes king of England
The Gta_nd Alliance against French aggrandisement
Battles in Europe—Grand Alliance vs. France
Peace of Utrecht restores balance of power
"~ Growth of Prussia
Spread of Wesleyan Methodism in Engl
The Seven Years' War nefand
Rivalry between Prussia and France
Struggle between Britain and France for
possession of America and India
The beginning of the Industrial Revolution
Capt. Cook discovers New S, Wales, Australia
Declaration of Independence by U.S.A.

- Recognition of United States of America

First Federal Congress of U.S.A. held in New York
French Revolution

France becomes a republic

NOTEWORTHY PERSONALITIES
Francis Bacon of Verulam, lawyer, couttier,
statesman, philosopher
William Shakespeare, poet, dramatist
Galileo, scientist, father of physics
laFob Boehme, philosophical mystic
Richelieu, cardinal tumed politician
Oliver Cromwell, Lotd Protector of the Realm of
England
Rembrandy, artist ‘

/ohn. Milton, poet, author of *Paradise Lost®
Moliére, playwright, French comedies .
John Bunyan, author of Pilgrim’s Progress
Christopher Wren, architect '

16381715

$1642-1727

1646-1719
1663-1729
1667-1745
1672-1725
1672-1719
1685-1750
1685-1759
1694-1778
1763-1791
1706-1790
1707-1778
1709-1784
1712-1778

1712-1786
1716-1772
T 1778
1724-1792
1724-1804
1725-1774

1728-1779
1730-1795
1732-1792
1732-1799

1732-1809
1733-1804

1736-1819
1737-1798
1740-1810

1745-1789

1743-1826

1743-1794
1745-1827
1749-1832
1756-1791
1757-1827
1758-1794

. NALISM: TIMELINE

Louis XiV, king of France, the Sun King

Sir Isaac Newton, scientist

Flamsteed, astronomer

Newcomen, engineer

Johnathan Swift, satirist, Anglican dean in lieland
Peter the Great, tsar of Russia » :
Addison, essayist, poet, dramatist, statesman
Johann Sebastian Bach, composer

Ceorge Frederick Handel, composer -
Voltaire, French revolutionary philosopher, writer
John Wesley, evangelist, founder of Methodism
Benjamin Franklin, inventor and:diplomat

Karl von Linne, botanist, taxonomist

Dr. Johnson, author, wit, lexicographer
Rousseau, French revolutionary philosoph

and writer
Frederick the Creat, king of Prussia

- Brindley, civil engineer

Hargreaves, inventor
Smeaton, civil engineer

Kant, philosopher o

Robert Clive, governor of Bengal, instrumental in
bringing India under British domination

Captain Cook, navigator and explorer

Josiah Wedgewood, pottery manufacturer
Arkwright, inventor, introduced the factory system
Ceorge Washington, soldier, statesman, )

first president of the U.S.A.

Haydn, composer

Priestley, non-conformist minister,

and chemist, oxygen

James Watt, engineer, steam power -

Galvani, physiologist, electricity

Joseph Michael Monggolfier, French aeronautic
inventor, balloonist S
Jacques Etienne Montgolfier, French aeronautic
inventor, balloonist ) .
Thomas Jefierson, statesman, third president of
the U.S.A. and author of the Declaration of -
Independence. .
Lavoisier, chemist

Volta, physicist, electricity

Coethe, poet, dramatist, scientist, philosopher
Mozart, composer

William Blake, poet and artist

Robespierre, French revolutionary
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1758-1805
1759-1833
1759-1794
1759-1805
1759-1806

1762-1814

1766-1844

Nelson, British Admiral

Wilberforce, anti-slavery leader and philanthropist
Danton, French revolutionary

Schiller, poet and dramatist

William Pitt the Younger, politician who
organized resistance to Napoleon

Fichte, philosopher

John Dalton, chemist and natural philosopher

.

THE NINETEENTH AND TWENTIETH CENTURIES -
INTRODUCTION

In the time available in Class Eight, only a broad outline of events
in these centuries can be given. A more intensive and detailed
study will be made in the upper school. The developments we
have already mentioned continue on the same course. It is only a
matter of degree, and since they have been characterized, a
passing reference to show the continuation will suffice for the
moment. In the 19th and 20th centuries, there is a further
strengthening of both the state and the individual. The immense

‘progress in fectinology thréatens to- dominate man: The main

subjects will be:

. ® The Napoleonic Wars
e Franco/Prussian Rivalry
® The American Civil War
© Trade with the Far East
e Empire-Building-
» Scientific Investigation and its Impact
e Russia and the Russian Revolution
¢ The Two World Wars :
o Contrasting Economic Systems: Capitalism and Commumsm
* Present and Future ‘

What is new should be emphasized, namely, that economics
is the predominant social force in the 19th century, and allied to
that the awakening of a social conscience. In the 20th century
there is utter chaos in all spheres, and a growing mterest in.

matters of the spirit. ,

'THE NAPOLEONIC WARS = -

In the course of the revolution in France, the king was accused of
treason, found guilty, and executed. France was declared a
republic. The slogan of the revolution, liberty, equality, fraternity,
fired the enthusiasm of French people of all ages, who looked
upon themselves as the saviours of all the downtrodden peoples of
Europe. Their zeal carried them into"Holland, Belgium,
Switzerland, South Germany, and North ltaly. Kings were




' - abolished, and re
~lost, however, a
acquisitive.

publics established. The original impulse was
s the wars became less idealistic ‘and more

At this momeht',:_ the,émbitious, egocentric Napoleon
Bonaparte seized

fofce, with himself as head, and eventually to conquer and rule
theiworld. He nearly succeeded in making himself master of
Europe, but he failed to conquer Russia and England. His
campaign in Russia ended when the Russians withdrew, even
from Moscow, bumning and destroying everything they left behind.
The French had no supplies or living quarters, and winter was
approaching. They were forced to retreat under continual
_harassment from the Russians. Out of an army of 453,000, it is
estimated that only 10,000 remained fit for combat. Napoleon
failed to gain mastery of the seas, and hence to mount an invasion
of England. British sea power destroyed the French fleet at
Trafalgar-in 1805. On land, Napoleon was finally defeated in
1815 at Waterloo. These wars were originally political struggles,

but they ended as economic ones. The life story of Napoleon is
the obvious biography.

NAPOLEON
Born in Corsica in 1769, Napoleon Bona

parte became a general,
and Emperor of France, and

one of the most outstanding
personalities of all time, leaving his mark on. a great deal of

Europe. He became an officer in the French army, and fought
during the revolution. When there was a threat of revolt, he was

in various expeditions abroad, but seized power by a coup, and
became First Consul in 1799, establishing a military dictatorship.
Under Napoleon, much legislation was enacted in France
which had a reform character. He arranged that judges should be
nominated by the government, not elected, thus ensuring their
independence. He reorganized the police forces. Money was
stabilized. The Banque de France was created to be partly state-
held and partly owned by shareholders. Tax collectors were
appointed by the government instead of by municipalities.
Although primary education was still neglected, education as a
- whole became a public service, and university faculties were re-

. esiablished. Napcleon drew up a new code of civil law. Freedom
o orshlp was possible through the Concordat with the pope.

ona power.. It was his intention to unite Europe by

ituationiiwas settled by a

ha Id have been a dangerc'us si :

‘c/‘c/):?‘:)rz:’r:se. The Consul could designate the cl;:fyt;;;;d ot?:b;::t;;e
' i on ,

institute them. In the army, promoglon was: 1 the b

lﬂ:;lt:;‘: humblest soldier could aspire to the ‘highest :’af:jk on

’ A great deal of Europe came under Napoleon's om.mat o )

but thegliberal ideas he had promulgloa;ed h:lsoa:w;r:"e:d a‘iaug‘se uxnr;l\

i w.
i uered territory. After szter , 5 ex
::lacnc:ingf St. Helena in the Atlantic, where he died in 1821.

PRUSSIAN RIVALRY ‘
!;'::hliggdaries of the European states were redrawn after the

defeat of Napoleon, but they were redrawn wit.i'_iout- muchh.sg:s; :f
logic, during a confused era of struggles and nyaln::,d w flct-he So):
v::)ngly 'Succeeded in perpetuating. This was the ‘pe ;:j e
itics when one ruler wou
led “balance of power” poli ne ru
::kther so that the third did not become doqnna;nEt. TZ%;:::;
tes on the continent of Europe:*
however, two powerful sta ‘ . linent of Europe: France
ia. The latter had an alliance yvnt‘ of i
w:eirliltsjp?peared that France would gain the upper hand,..Franc.e
declared war. The war was disastrous for Fr@cg and acs;éa m:m
ult, it had to cede large areas of Alsace—Lo_rra.me to ermany.
:esmnmed' iately afterward the German states, excluding Austn?, were
unified as an empire, and the King of Prus-»sia became kther gernr:;ar:
Emperor (Kaiser). This unification was mainly the work ol yus
815-1898). . .
N Known as the Iron Chancellor, Bismark is one of tl';‘e;‘g.re:t
figures in the rise of Germany. He was a cunning poli m:m;
opposed to the liberal ideas which were sweeping Euror:ei),-“ous
i iti they were. He was an ambi
anxious to preserve condmon? as e He was an amsitious
i ionalist. By intrigue, shifting his g . an
e orome it suited him, he succeeded in
ing his principles when it suit , ed in -
E:g':lili?lg thle E‘:Jropean powers against one another, enc!ea;oungg
to make Prussia supreme in Europe, the king supreme u;‘ rlelzsxtc;
and himself supreme above all. In 1851 he was ¢ osPrime
représent‘Prussia in the Federal Diet, :ncc;l h:‘at;eyca:zmmns
ia i ite er ,
inister of Prussia in 1862. He uni
?\At::t:'ia under Prussian leadership, and became first chance_lr of

i ial and civil law. ‘
bank, and unified commercia : ‘
tlie was the first statesman in Europe to devise co




TEACHING HiSTORY

old age. It was not a philanthropic gesture, however, but designed
as a sop to hold in check further liberal, socialist, and democratic
advances. On the question of education, the Catholics claimed the
right to run their own schools. Bismark allowed freedom in this
respect by insisting that the state should train and license priests.

THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR

Many different peoples had come to settle in North America,
particalarly from Europe. It is an interesting phenomenon that so
many different elements quickly formed a recognizable identity, a
single nation. For a long time, however, in spite of the national
feelifxg of being an American, there was a divisive issue, that of
‘slavery. The United States of America is what its name implies. It
is a confederation of semi-autonomous states. As new states joined
the union, they formulated some of their own laws, and one of
these dealt with the question of slaves. In the northern states there
was freedom, but in the south, slave labor was considered
essential to the economy. There was dissension, and the southern
states decided to secede from the union. The result was the war
which began in 1861 and continued for four years. It was a bitter
contest between the southern Confederacy and the northern
Union. There was terrible waste, destruction, and slaughter, but
the final result was victory for the Union.

The outstanding personality during these events was Abraham
Lincoln. Lincoln was born in 1809, and came of very humble
origins. By profession he was a lawyer, self-educated. After
serving for a while in congress, he became president of the U.S. in
1860. When the southern states wished to secede over the issue of
slavery, he was determined to preserve the union, even if it meant
war. His aim was successful. The slaves were emancipated, but he
did not live 1o see the results. He was assassinated in 1865.

TRADE WITH THE FAR EAST

The western powers kad annexed much territory in the new world
andjin the southern hemisphere where there were primitive
cultures, but there were countries in the Far East, China and
Japan, which had had civilizations for thousands of years. Their
peoples were not particularly impressed by the Europeans. In fact,
they were disvustful of all foreigners. By acts difficult to justify,
the European powers seized parts of China by force, but they
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could only estabiish local settiements or tradmg ports and no
colonies as they had elsewhere. Japan was a closed book until an
allied naval force imposed treaties which opened up the country
to the rest of the world. It is interesting to observe Japan's revenge.
Within a hundred years, Japan has caught up with, and in some
respects overtaken, westem technology, and now dominates many
world markets.

EMPIRE BUILDING

Overseas possessions meant sources of raw material and eventual
markets for manufactured products. The European powers had
therefore fought one another for colonies. Britain had acquired the
most. it is true that the United States had broken away and
become independent, but mainly during the 19th century, New
Zealand, Australia, India, and many smaller territories came under
British sovereignty—South Africa at the tumn of the century.

The story of India and its relationship with England is
particularly interesting. While the Napoleonic Wars were being
fought in Europe, the British East India Trading Company had
made great headway in India. The company had built up a trading
empire, but this empire was then annexed politically (1859) to the
British crown, and in 1877 Queen Victoria was even proclaimed
Empress of India.

The story of the connections between England and India is
intimately bound up with the life of Robert Clive (1725-1774). The
British East India Company had built up a tremendous trade in
India. The French were rivals. Each side allied itself with local
rulers. At the age of eighteen, Clive was sent to India to serve with
the company, and soon found himself drawn into conflict with the
French through the support each was giving to rival princes. Wars
were fought, and Clive became an expert in guerilla tactics and
outwitting his opponents. To a great extent, it was due to Clive
that India came eventually under British rule.

As late as 1850 there was one continent nelauvely unknown
and unmapped. This was Africa. There was a scramble among the
European powers to acquire parts of it, and by 1900, most of it
had been explored and taken over by Europeans with very little
thought for the natives. One of the great imperialists was Cecil
Rhodes, whose name was perpetuated in Rhodesia, a country now
known as Zimbabwe. In the meantime, the countries of South

America freed themselves from their European overlords and
became independent.
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SCIENTIFIC INVESTIGATION AND ITS IMPACT
While endless conflicts were taking .place on the political front,
enormous strides were being made in the field of science.
Advances were made .in’ mathematics; there were further
‘de‘)‘/;gil_oprﬁems in" the use of optical: glass; there was a renewed
"’i:_,est in geology as a record of the history of the earth. Volta,
(Galvani, and Faraday were delving into the secrets of electricity.
The application of science produced a new world of machines
and gadgets—railways, steamships, electric telegraph, telephone,
gramophone, the internal combustion engine—io be followed in
the 20th century by a whole new range of inventions such as the
airplane,: radio, television, and electronic devices. In medical
science, progress was made with antiseptics, anaesthetics, surgical
methods, antibiotics. The result of these inventions and
discoveries made an enormous impact on everyday life. This is a
subject which should be dealt with in some detail. The children's
own thinking and observation can be stimulated, and they can do
a great deal of work by themselves.

There is endless literature on the lives of the inventors. Their
biographies, or some of them, could make a whole chapter in

itself. The science lesson can be used if the history lesson is too

g

t;;r_}?yded. We are thinking of personalities such as Watt,
=%phenson, Faraday, the Wright brothers, Edison, Brunel, Benz,
Bell, and Marconi.

We have said that as a result of the Industrial Revolution,
social conditions were intolerable. There were, however, people
of some conscience who sought to better things, as for example,
Lord Shaftesbury (1801-1885). Among the reformers of the 19th
century, Shaftesbury stands out. He was the leader of the
evangelical group within the Church of England, and his
understanding of the faith led him to agitate for reforms in the
social sphere. He initiated the Lunacy Act, which treated the
insane as “of unsound mind,” to be cared for rather than treated as
social outcasts. He brought about a change in factory conditions,

- getting the working day in textile mills shortened to ten hours. He

succeeded in bringing a Mines Act into force which excluded

-women, girls, and boys under thirteen from working in mines. (In
 his investigations he had found children of four and five working.)

He:sponsored low cost housing projects of urban workers and the

_inspection of existing dwellings. Through the so-called “ragged

ols,” he had some 300,900 destitute children educated free.
Iso supported enterprises such as the British and Foreign Bible

RUSSIA

Society, Young Men's Christian Associations, Working Men's
institutes, and Missionary Societies.

AND THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION ‘
'[()g\?eslg:)ments in the vast country of l%ussia had been dv_ltfferent
from those of the rest of Europe. Dunng;, }hg earliest ‘rgf:orded
period of Russian history (9th to 12th cenfunes_), }hg peoplés were
not nations in the present sense, but tr!bes \ylt}lout an .ovgt_all
ruler, and connected by blood relationships. These Peoples were
Slav in origin, but much influenced by a jﬂ?rdlc-Germanlc
penetration of invaders who came from the Bﬁalff area (-Swedfen)
and who settled and intermarried, creatingj;cntues and trading
centers. There was no such thing as a cenralized state.

Another difference was the matter of re’l;gnon. Chf!‘?tlal.'llty

arrived comparatively late, i.e., in the 10th cemu-ry, and' then in a
different form. Russia never came under the mﬂuence. o'f t!ne
Roman Catholic church, but received Greek Orthodox Christianity
um. 4 ‘

fl'omAByfzua:‘ttl:er factor was the Asian intvasion: Bgtween
approximately the years 1200 and 14‘100, the Mpngols mva_g?d and
subjugated the country, bringing with them t{le concept © state.a.
When the Mongol rulership disintegrated, the idea of an agtcgcra?nc
ruler remained. There was rivalry for position, but the pngcnpallty
of Moscow rose to pre-eminence. Unde‘_f lvan the Great (.rule‘d_ .
1462-1505), other territories were annexed, a Qrocess which is
known as the “gathering of the Russian Lands.” His grandson, Ivan
the Terrible, was the first to be officially designated Tsar. .

During the 15th century, most of the population were
peasants, paying whatever taxes could be extracted from them tof
ti:eir prince, and probably living at subsistence level. At the fnd ok
the century, however, and during the 16th century, chaflge.. too
place. There was an increase in trade and a.grlcultural
productivity, increased central government, and a seizure of land
by the nobility, reducing the great mass of th.e peasants to
serfdom. The pattern is then familiar—desPotnc rule by t.he
sovereign and his favorites. The vast .maionty of _the—Ryssl?‘n ‘
people accepted the situation. They paid devout homageTto the
spirituality of the orthodox church, and acknowledged the Tsar as

me ruler. )
SUP“:JP to the 19th century, the rule of the Tsars was still absolute,

and any challenge to it was dealt with quickly and effectively. The
101
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comparatively small Russian aristocracy owned vast estates and
lived in fantastic splendor supported by tens of thousands of serfs
who worked their lands. During this century, the tsars themselves
began to liberalize the regime, but for many people they moved
too slowly and did too little. At the same time, current liberal
ideas in the rest of Europe, particularly those of a constitutional
monarchy, were influencing the still very tiny professional and
intellectual classes. Towards the end of the century, socialist
ideas, specifically those of Karl Marx, were taking an ever stronger
hold. The Leninist form of these ideas provided the foundat:on for
the Soviet Union.

As an ally of France and England, Russia was deeply involved
in the First World War. In 1917, the reverses suffered and the
general chaos enabled the peasants and workers to stage a
revolution. However, the country did not become a worker's
- paradise, but a dictatorship, a situation which is now changing
(1994), with a still uncertain future. In this connection the lives of
Marx and Lenin might be studied.

KARL MARX

Marx was born in Germany in 1818, but was expelled as a
revolutlonary He was also unwelcome in France, and came to
England in 1849, where he spent most of his life in London
making great use of the British Museum library. He expressed his
materialistic economic views in the book Das Kapital. He took a
purely economic view of life, and believed that all history was a
class struggle which would eventually be won by the working
class. The Communist Manifesto, which he wrote with his friend
Engels, became, and still is, the Bible and catechism of 19th and
20th century socialism. He died in 1883.

LENIN

Lenin was born in 1870, and as a young man he became a leader
among the progressive elements in Russia. In 1895, he was,
however, arrested as subversive and spent some time in exile in
Siberia. After 1900, he lived in Western Europe, but retumed to
Russia to become the leader of the 1917 Revolution. He was the
leader of the Bolshevik faction of the Russian Communist Party,
basing his beliefs on the ideas of Karl Marx. He was the architect,
builder, and first head of the soviet state. He died in 1924.
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WORLD WARS

The feelings of nationality had grown very strong. There was
rivalry and jealousy among the world powers over colonies.
Austria, Germany, and ltaly had either no overseas possessions, or
very few. This was one of the causes of the First World War. The
Treaty of Versailles, which -ended- this conflict, only created new

troubies. i had imposed impossible conditions on Germany, and -

not given ltaly what she considered her due. These difficulties
helped considerably to assist the rise of the two dictators,
Mussolini and Hitler.

In the Second World War, Italy and Germaay, together with
their ally, Japan, were defeated by a combination of most of the
rest of the world, but after the victory, the empires of the
victorious nations, insofar as they had them, began to crumble.
Britain, Holland, Belgium, France, saw their empires disintegrate.

BENITO MUSSOLINI

Mussolini was born in 1883. As a young man, he was a prominent .
ltalian socialist. He was a great opportunist. At first, he opposed -

ltaly's entry into the First World War, then changed his mind and
joined the army. In 1919 he founded the Fascist Party and in 1922
seized power and ruled as dictator. He ruled ltaly for twenty
years, carrying out some much needed organization, albeit his
regime was oppressive. (It is said that during his period of office
the trains ran on time for the first time in their history.) In the
Second World War, he joined Hitler when it appeared that
Germany would be victorious. However, ltaly was invaded by the
allied British and American forces, and the Germans forced to
retreat. Mussolini was expelled from office and eventually, in
1945, shot by partisans. . ,

ADOLF HITLER

Hitler was an Austriz.y, bom in 1889. A frustrated artist with bitter -

and lengthy front-line experience in World War [, he became a
political agent in the German Workers' Party, later to be known as
the National Socialist Party (Nazi). While serving a prison
sentence for revolutionary activity, he wrote a book in which he
expressed his hatred of democratic-government and the Jews. He
built up a political party which eventually gained power, and he
was appointed Chancellor of Germany in 1933. He created an
enormous war machine and an‘enthusiastic following, putting
down ruthlessly all opposition. He led his country into the




disastrous Second World War, am_i cpirunitted suicide in 1945.

CONTRASTING ECONOMIC SYSTEMS
CAPITALISM AND ..COMMU_N IsmM.
‘Capitalism means private ownership of.the means of production.

M- works ‘very well. The -former because workers feel
" therhselves exploited, the latter because state control, which is
intended to mean common control, inevitably finishes up in fact
as control by the few with immense power.

PRESENT AND FUTURE o

'From the above it will be easy to emphasize those points which
-show economics as the great social force of the 19th century. It
will also be fairly easy to point out the present chaos in practically
all spheres of life. In the 20th century, it would seem that new
ways must be found or even further catastrophies will come. On
the one hand, the world is becoming unified, and on the other,
divided. In the West certainly, the impulse for religious toleration
has been maintained, but over vast areas of the world this is not
the.case. Commerce is world-wide, and there is a great
intesmingling of peoples. If one thinks ideally, it is clear that the
world's resources belong to all its inhabitants, and not to those
who can seize the biggest share.

The ideals of the French Revolution were never realized.
Liberty, equality, fraternity have little meaning unless they are
interpreted as belonging to the three spheres of society. Liberty
belongs to the spiritual life, equality to the political life (the life of
rights), fraternity to the economic sphere.

What is new in the 20th century is a renewed interest in social
justice and spiritual enlightenment. There is a tremendous
extension of knowledge in all directions, some of it to the benefit
of mankind, and much of it otherwise. There is a shrinking world
and a mixing of peoples. Conflicting currents are many-—
liberalism, democracy, nationalism, socialism, and a remnant of
church influence, but these are matters for later discussion. So too
are the latest developments in technology such as space
exploration and nuclear power. For good measure, there are
endless problems awaiting the attention of the upper school
teacher, such as pollution, racial tensions, the future of medicine,
andgthe-great dilemma of the relationship between the individual
the community. It might be useful here to give a sketch of

unism.means state ownership. "Unfortunately, neither.

o

parliamentary practice in England, which has become a patter for
many parts of the world. - o o
* in tyhe 19th century, slavery was finally abolished, at least in
as far as the leading western nations were co?ncer.ned. Much
legislation was enacted to cure the worst ills of social inequality—

-a process which is still taking place. In the West, education for all

became a right. The old idea of imperialism. has vanishec!. 1I’lhe
rights of weaker nations are recognized, even lf.o.'nly theoretically.
There is a growing interest in all sorts of new splrlt_ual movements.
The individual feels that he is not at the end f)f his development,
but that he disposes of inner powers WhICh' can be further
developed. In this respect, some reference mngbt be mz?de fo
Rudolf Steiner and his outlook on life. The social question t;)n
particular is dealt with in his book The Threefold Commonwealth,
which might be an object of study in the upper school.
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IMPORTANT EVENTS 1800 ONWARDS '
During the begir.ning of the century, daily
newspapers became popular.*

1804 The first locomotive .

1805 Battle of Trafalgar. The French turn into Europe,
the English out to the world.

1806 Title of Holy Roman Emp.ire dropped .

1810 South America becomes independent of Spain

1812 Napole(lm‘s retreat from Moscow :

1815 Waterloo. End of Napoleon's dream of
conquering Europe ‘

1818 First steamship crosses the Atla:'mc . o

1819 Massacre of Peterloo. Workers' urrest -

1825 First passenger railway* : .

1829 Greece becomes independent

1830 Great spread of railways over Europe

1832 The Reform Bill*

1834 Government money for schools*

1835 *Socialism" first mentioned .

1835-1850 Factory Acts, giving worket:s some protection

1837 Accession of Queen Victoria®
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1840 The Penny Post

1840 New Zealand becomes British

1850 Trade with China and Japan

1854-1886 Crimean War

1850-1900 Africa colonized

1867 First typewsiter

1870 Education Act—education for all*

1870 ‘Franco-Prussian War

1876 Telephone invented

1879 First electric light

1885 First motor cas, Benz'in Germany

1897 First wireless signals transmitted

1901 First wireless signals across the Atlantic
1899-1902 Boer War. South Africa becomes British

1903 First real film

1903 First powered airplane flight

1908 First old-age pensions*

= 1909 Bleriot flies the English Channel

1912 China becomes a sepublic

1914-1918 First World War

1917 The Russian Revolution

1919 Founding of the League of Nations

1919 First non-stop flight across the Atlantic

1922 Broadcasting stasted in England

1926 Television demonstrated

1927 *Talkie® films

1939-1945 Second World War

(* Refers to English history.)
NOTEWORTHY PERSONALITIES

1769-1821 Napoleon Bonaparte, general, and emperor of France
1770-1827 " Beethoven, composer

1770-1850 William Wordsworth, poet

1771-1832 Walter Scott, poet and novelist

1771-1858 Robert Owen, socialist and philanthropist
1781-1848 _Ceorge Stephenson, engineer, steam locomotive
1783-1830 Simon Bolivar, leader of South American

independence movement

1791-1867 Michael Faraday, natural philosopher, electricity
1792-1822 Shelly, poet and freedom fighter

18,1-1885 " - Lord Shaftesbury, social refomer

1803-1882- Emerson, transcendentalist writer and lecturer
1807-1882 Longlellow, poet

1807-1882 Caribaldi, talian statesman and soldier

S, S
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1809-1892
1809-1865
1809-1882
1810-1849
1810-1856
1811-1886
1811-1870
1812-1870
1813-1889
1813-1873
1818-1901
1818-1883
1819-1900
1819-1892
1819-1880
1820-1210
1821-1881
1822-1895

: 1827-1912

1828-1905
1828-1906
1828-1910
1829-1912

1833-1897
1840-1917
1840-1893

-1844-1900

1845-1923
1847-1922
1847-1931

1848-1903

1849-1912
1853-1902
1856-1939
1857-1894
1861-1925

1863-1945
1865-1957
1867-1934
1869-1948

1867-1912
1871-1948
1874-1965

Aifred, Lord Terinyson, poct -

Abraham Lincoln, statesmian, V6th U.S. president
Charles Darwin, naturalist and scientist
Chopin, composer -

Schumann, composer

Lizst, composer

James Simpson, physician, chlo:oform

Charles Dickens, novelist ~x - -

Richard Wagner, composer of operas

David Livingstone, explorer, missionary

Verdi, composer .

Karl Marx, social reformer

John Ruskin, author, artist, social reformer
Walt Whitman, poet

Offenbach, composer .

Florence Nightingale, nursing p:oneer
Dostoyevsky, novelist

Louis Pasteur, biologist and chemist, bacteriology
Lister, surgeon, antiseptic surgery

Jules Verne, science fiction writer

Henrik 1bsen, dramatist

Tolstoy, novelist and social reformer

William Booth, evangelical leader,

Salvation Army

Brahms, compaoser

Rodin, sculptor

Tchaikowsky, composer

Nietzsche, philosopher

Rontgen, physicist, x-rays

Alexander Graham Bell, inventor, telephone
Thomas Edison, inventor, lightbulb, gramophone
Paul Cauguin, artist

Strindberg, author, dramatist

Cecil Rhodes, imperialist

Sigmund Freud, psychologist

Hertz, physicist, radio waves

Rudolf Steiner, scientist, philosopher, artist,
author

Lloyd Ceorge, British statesman, polmcsan
Sibelius, composer .

Marie Curie, scientist, radiom

Mahatma Ghandi, statesman and social reformer,
Indian independence movement -

Orville Wright, aviator, powered flight

Wilbur Wright, aviator, powered flight

Winston Churchill, British statesman, politician,
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18791953

1881-1973
1882-1945
U 1883-1945,

orator, historian :

Stalin, Russian dictator

Picasso, artist

F.D. Roosevelt, 32nd U.S. president
Mussolini, ltalian dictator

D.H. Lawrence, novelist

T.S. Eliot, poet and dramatist

Hitler, German dictator

Mao Tse Tung, Chinese revolutionary leader’
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